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PREFACE. 
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pRUteTLVr has said, in the Praface to a similar work, — 
"" No aftdogy is necessary for this new manual of devotion 5 
otd '^ties passing into disuse, and new ones being preferred, 
of^en only because they are new." Though these words 
might plausibly enough servef or every future collection, that 
now offered does not seek the benefit of such an explanation 
of its origin. There will be found, it is probable, enough 
peculiar in the plan, character or matter of the following 
pages, to show that the author thought the great duty of 
family religion might be further recommended than it is by 
»ny of the existing manuals, and also wherein. Those which 
are esteemed and used chiefly by the professors of a different 
faith, offend often by their quaintness, and ofteaer yet by 
their unscriplural phraseology. These blemishes, it were 
vain to deny, are outweighed in some of them by that deep 
tone of piety and that large measure of evangelical senti- 
ment and feeling, in M'hich the devotional forms 6T liberal 
christians are so confessedly defective. If the exercises of 
Merivale may escape this charge, they are eminently open 
to another,— that of running out to a most ill-judged length. 

The present manual, it may be hoped, (for on such a 
point there is no room for vanity) has entirely kept clear of 
the last fault. The author was desirous of obviating one of 
the most popular pleas for the neglectof family religion, t.*t:r. 



the pressure of household cares 3 a plea which has litUe 
plausibility, except as applied to the opening of the day. 
While therefore he has studied brevity in both exercises, 
he has meant to make a difference between them. The 
morning service, in particular, is contracted as far as decent 
respect for so sacred a duty would permit, or as any reason- 
able plea of the kind referred to, could require. Both the 
one and the other, however, are supposed to be prefaced by 
the reading of the scriptures, by singing, or some like ac- 
companiment, without which this service loses much of its 
attractiveness, and perhaps something of- its efficacy. But 
blemishes there are, more serious than that of length ; and 
whether the author may not have exposed himself to share 
in his own stricture but just passed, is for others to say. He 
can only cherish a trembling hope, that in this work any 
thing may be discerned of the spirit or the diction of that of 
Jay, 

There is a mechanical succession (if it may be called so) 
of the chief topics of prayer, most frequent and noticeable j 
which is best illustrated perhaps by what is called the long 
prayer in the public worship, Adoration prepares the way 
for thanksgiving ; this rises in order from temporal bless- 
ings to the mention of our rational and moral nature, and 
then passes into the copious theme which revelation compre- 
hends. Next, the speaker is led by the connecting thought 
of unworthiiiess in the subjects of these favours, to confes- 
sion ; wMe petition, in iu various branches, completes the 
whole. The brevity of these family exercises allows noth- 
ing of all this J and considering the unhappy air of formal- 
ity, which it gives to the prayers of the sanctuary, it is no 
subject of regret. As a work of daily devotions, this collec- 
tion may be viewed as a continued act of religious commu- 
nion J each division of which may therefore, with less im-* 
propriety, be somewhat confined in its train of thought, 



Of the sentiment aDd diction in the following ezercitef, 
some part has been suggested to the writer's memory from 
familiarity with those of Hartley, Johnson, Cappe, Merivale, 
Jay, and the Litargy of the Lutheran churches. Perhaps 
the mention of this was not strictly requured ; as he is well 
aware, that scarcely any work of the kind appears among us, 
without needing much larger acknowledgment ; and which 
too is not, in all instance8,very distinctly made. With the hope 
that this help to family religion may appear in any points, 
so far an improvement on its predecessors, as to persuade one 
more household to a revival of this most obvious and most 
forgotten duty, it is commended to the candour of the pious, 
and the acceptanee of the Hearer of fmyai*. 

BetrdK, Maegh11,1881. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

Almighty Qod \ whose we are, and whom by 
every obligation we are bound to serve : help us, 
of this household, to find thee now, and at 
all times, the Rewarder of such as seek and 
serve. Thee diligently. Yet, frail and sinful as 
we are, how shall we address Him aright, who 
is infinite perfection and and infinite purity ! 
How indeed, but for the teachings of thy Spirit ! 
and, since from Thee cometh both the prepara- 
tion of the heart and the answer of the tongue, 
endite for us our petitions. Help us this room- 
ing to look up in gratitude to Thee, as the giver 
of life and of its nameless, numberless enjoy- 
ments. Help us especially to thank Thee for an 
intelligent, moral, and immortal existence^ and 



8 FIRST WEEK. 

for all those peouliar privileges, which this sa- 
cred day brings again to our remembrance. 
God, who, at various times and in various man- 
ners, spake to the fathers by the prophets, hath 
in latter days revealed himself by the. Son of his 
love. Thanks for this precious record of our 
duty and destiny, which renders all, who receive 
it in faith, children of God and heirs of glory. 
Thanks to that Providence, which has transmit- 
ted it to us, confirmed by the blood of martyrs 
and by the voice of ages. O Gk)d, as we are 
about to listen again to its momentous truths, 
wilt thou render them to us, and to many to-day, 
the power and the wisdom from above to ever- 
lasting life. Grant that we may go to thine al- 
tar as to our exceeding joy, and taste the blc^s- 
sedness of those who serve Thee there. Give to 
us the hearing ear, the understanding hearty the 
applying conscience. Let thy presence be en- 
joyed in all the assemblies of thy s^aints, to-day, 
and so this consecrated hour be passed not only 
in thy courts, bat with Thee. Further with thy 
continued and needful help, the ministers of thy 
truth. O that, through their prayers and labours, 
this truth may run and be glorified ; until Zion 
shall break forth and shine, her light being <5ome, 
and the glory of Jehovah having arisen around her. 



SUNDAT EVENING. 9 

Hear us, as disciples of our ascended Lord, and 
to thy great name be the glory and the praise. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

Father of lights and Fountain of consolation 
and grace ! Thou hast made us in thine image, 
given us capacities for thy contemplation and 
service, and called us, by thy. dear Son, to glory, 
honour, and immortal life. Grant that we may 
never dishonour this high origin, or forfeit this 
glorious destination. Thou hast given us an- 
other opportunity of reviving and quickening our 
sense of these ennobling truths. O that we may 
now enjoy, in some measure, the animating con- 
sciousness of progress in the christian life. For- 
bid, O Lord ! that we should for a moment for- 
get our responsibleness for these privileges. For- 
bid that we should deem it a light thing to hear, 
from week to week, the messages of thy mercy ; 
• when they must prove to us at last, the savour 
of life unto life or of death^unto death. O may 
the words we have this day heard with our outward 
ears, descend inwardly into our hearts, and bring 
forth the fruits of penitence and faith ! Regard 
benignantly those who have been deprived of the 
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opportanity enjoyed by us. Pity and awaken 
such as have needlessly and wickedly deprived 
themselves. O may thy word come, armed with 
all its terrors, to the hearts of those who are dead 
to its hopes and promises ! 

All-wise and merciful Disposer ! we commit 
ourselves into thine hands daring this night, the 
week upon which we are entering, and the un- 
certain residue of life. What is before us^ we 
know not, and we would not seek to know. It 
is enough that all our experience teaches us to 
rely tmplicitly on that goodness which will not 
fail, and that wisdom which cannot err. Regu- 
late our views and desires in regard to earthly 
happiness. Grant us, chiefly, contentment and 
gratitude, whatever thou givest or whatever thou 
withholdest: let the measure and the choice 
remain with thee. Keep us from following with 
a blind and immoderate zeal, those forms of 
good which cannot profit, and which perish in 
the using. May we seek first the kingdom of 
God, assured that all that is needful thou wilt 
add thereto. 

O God, make us who are united together here, 
faithful to our several relations. Unite us by 
that tenderer bond of christian sympathy^ which 
purifies and elevates all earthly affections. May 



M0N9AY MOENING. 11 

the power of our religion be visible not only in 
this family, but in all this neighbourhood around. 
Bttiid an altar for thy worship at every fireside, 
in every cloeet, and in every heart. We pray 
that not only the social comforts we possess, but 
the precious, peculiar piivilegesof this day, may 
become more and more the common blessings 
of mankind ,- tiJl the earth shall be filled with 
thy glory, and with a Redeemer's praise. Hear 
and answer us, not for any worthiness of ours, 
but (qi thy mercy's sake revealed and confirmed 
by him. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O Lord God of hosts ! who hast fixed thy 
throne in the heajirens, and whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom ! While these heavens 
shaii wax old, as doth a garment, while our age 
is 93 nothing before Thee, thou continuest 
through, all generations and changes, immutably 
thiB same. Thy mercy, too, as thy being, is 
everlasting. Thou openest thy liberal hand, and 
all creatures are satisfied with good: thou 
hidest thy countenance, and they are troubled : 
thou takest away their breath, and. they return 
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to the dust. Hitherto hath thy eompassioo 
spared us ; and while it bestows the means^ hath 
continued the day of grace, which to many is 
forever closed. May the sense of thy forbear- 
ance quicken us to redeem our remaining time ; 
so that increase of days may not prove to us the 
increase of guilt. Help us, O God, to occupy 
till our master come, our time and our talents 
with such conscientious diligence, as to meet his 
approving sentence. Help us, by resignation 
and faith, to sustain every variety of human trial, 
looking steadfastly at that unfading inheritance 
reserved in the heavens. May honour and dis- 
honour, ill report and good report, be things in- 
different to us, when compared with the honour 
that Cometh from Thee. O renew us in the 
temper of our minds, so that we shall count it 
our meat and drink to do thy will, and thy ser- 
vice to be perfect freedom. 

Heavenly Father, we are returning to the 
business and intercourse of the world. Thou, 
who alone canst keep us from falling, direct us 
in doubt, succour us in temptation, deliver us 
from outward ills. May we this day, engage in 
nothing on which we cannot ask thy blessing, 
and to which we cannot welcome thine inspec- 
tion. Prosper us in all our enterprises, or pre- 



MONDAY ETEmNG. 13 

pare us for their disappointment. Lead us by 
t^b discipline of this and each day, nearer in 
all good affections to the blessedness of that 
world, which will soon open on our vision ; and 
may we then be owned and accepted through 
infinite mercy, in the Saviour of men. 



MONDAY EVENING, 

O God, most High ! who art greatly to be 
reverenced in the assemblies of the saints, and 
not less in the family circle : — Thou hast given 
grace to us, thy servants, with one accord to 
make our common supplication unto Thee. Yet 
we would not heedlessly rush into thy presence; 
we would not take upon irreverent lips, thine 
adorable name. Help us to unite, with a filial 
trust and gratitude, the homage due to that Lofty 
One, who inhabiteth eternity. Above all, O 
God, may we bring to this service, the humilia- 
tion which becomes us. We come not to speak 
of our virtues, for we have none that can be 
named before thee. Conscious we are, that we 
can come only with the sacrifices of a broken 
spirit, and a contrite heart, which thou wilt not 
despise. With a genuine sorrow we would 
2 
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mourn orer the^isorders of oar hearts, wad the 
offences of our lires ; over our wasted hoitrB, 
perverted talents, and abused blessings ; over 
lost opportunities both of improTement and ose- 
fuloess. We mourn our frail resolations, our 
heartless prayers, and our partial serTiees 
towards the best of Masters. O God, help us 
here to form those purposes of a stricter obedi- 
ence, which reliance on thy grace can enable us 
to perfect. Grant that our light may so shine 
before men, that we may give no CMise for the 
reproach ef a hollow and heartless prafesnoo. 
G-ive us not only a firm, unwavering fakh, in the 
momentous triiths of the Gospel^ but maioe it 
an active and Hiving principle. O 4may tit mani- 
fest itself in love, purify the )beaK, and nver- 
come the tworld. Suffer us not to rest content- 
ed, with a 4iame to live, while we are virtually 
dead. i 

May we show our sense of the light and pri vile- ' 
ges we possess, in every way which is open to us. 
May we contribute, with ^ur iprayers and our 
means, to diffuse the knowledge of the truth, 
among those who are in the region of the shad- 
ow of death. By oiur counsels and example, 
may we give ito these truths 'move of reality >and 
power, over our 'AsaociAtes and Mends. tO, 
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Ibvbid that any who are near and dear to us, 
ahonld live a* aliens from thee ; and be found at 
the last, worthy of a separation forerer from thy 
Uisefal presence. 

O Qoiv, vouchsafe to us thy protection this 
iMght ; and when the long night of death shall 
overtake us, be then our staff and stay : may 
we enter its darkness, fearing no evil, and rise 
to that gbrioas world, whose blessedness eye 
bath not seen, ear hath not heard, and the heart 
of man hath not conceived ; and where Jesus 
hath already entered, as oi^r forerunner. These 
and all things we aak and hop^, only through 
abounding mercy in him ; and unto Thee, his 
Father and o«rs, be everlasting praise. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O TBou all-perfoet One ! the centre of excel- 
lence, and the fountain of life ! help us to gain 
^me due and worthy sense of that perfection 
manifested around us, above us, and within us ; 
of that wisdom which no difficulty can perplex 
of that power which no other power can resist, 
and of that bounty which no communications 
can exhaust. Thou hast opened upon us, the 
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cheering and joyous light of another day, when 
this, thy glory, is reflected anew from every scene 
of thy creation. The heavens shine with thy 
grandeur ; the earth is full of thy praise. We 
come again to seek thy favour, which is life ; to 
cast ourselves on thy. Providence once more, as 
our guard and guide, through the path of duty. 
Give us discernment, to perceive the various 
ends of thy discipline, as it may this day await 
us; give us faithfulness to improve them. In 
all our ways, we would acknowledge Thee; wilt 
thou direct our paths. 

O God ! may we not be content to be blame- 
less only ; but seeing we are a part of thy great 
family here, may we seek the prosperity, peace, 
and virtue, of that portion to which we belong, 
with an unfeigned benevolence. Make us to 
feel that we are all members one of another ; 
and that if we are men and christians indeed, 
we shall weep with those that weep, and rejoice 
with those that rejoice. Help us to bear each 
other's burthens with patience, and their infirmi- 
ties with tenderness ; to watch over each other's 
spiritual state with affectionate concern, and' in 
all things to fulfil the law of love. 

Heavenly Father, enable us by thy grace to 
maintain an equal mind, in whatever condition 



ive^^ev May w« nQl i dktrtut :tbee> in > adversity^ 
orfoirgel thee in protpetity. When darkneM 
veils, tby dealings, nay< we hold fast our confi- 
dfyMkCa, bslieving that whattwe knowinot now^ we 
sball kfuow hereafter ; and that tby. righteous 
psoyid^eer will tben beseen, clear as the nooB-* 
day, O thai -when that tine shall arrire, we 
may share in the triiunph of tby people, and 
tbough unworthy, be accepted and blest for tfajr 
mer^yts sake. 



TUESDAY ETENING. 

O TH^c iQfinite Spirit ( without beginoiag of 
days, pr end. of years ; the Creator, Governor, 
and..DJaiposer of all things ! How^ numerous, 
how sqIqiod, and yet how teader are the^ties that 
unite us to Thee I May a tsense of thine excel-, 
lency take possession of our.8<Mils^ asd with a 
filial. gratitfUde be nnitedat becoming: reverence.; 
AlLthftt we see of TheC) corresponds to what 
thpuhfist proclaimed of thyself, and. demands 
and justifies our confidence in thy characters 
Th^ks to thy name, that in endowing as with the 
powers of reason and faith, thoujiiuit tavghtns 
whf!9C« alt. pur comforts flow.. Qthat we had 
2» 
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hearts alao, to be touched by thy care and kind* 
nes8 ; and to show our true sense of it by the 
coustancy and promptness of our obedience. 
Thou encompassest our path, and in thine hands 
our breath is ; — O forbid then, that we should live 
as without Thee,and unconscious of thy presence. 
Vouchsafe to us those blessed influences, which 
shall raise us above the world, while we are in it. 
May they produce within us such a spirit of 
absolute dedication to God, that we shall say in 
every perplexity, — 'What wilt thou have us 
to do V — and under all events, ' Here we are, do 
with us as seemeth to Thee good.' Give to us a 
spirit of fervent, humble, persevering prayer. 
May we have much communion with Thee in 
society, and in solitude ; so that while we are 
musing, the flame of piety may be kindled 
within us. May the love of Jesus constrain ua 
to live henceforth not to ourselves, but to him, 
who toiled and died for us, and hath risen again ; 
the first fruits of them that sleep. Make us wor- 
thy to bear his namie, and if called to it, to bear 
his cross ; despising the shame for the joy set 
before us. 

Gracious God, we bear in remembrance not 
ourselves, only, but that part of our feilow-men, 
with which thou hast connected us by endear- 
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itig ties. Help us to render it by this relation, 
wiser and better. May the eye which sees us, 
bless us ; the ear which hears us, bear witness 
to as. Make the country of our birth worthy 
of our attachment, and those who rule over it, 
worthier of their places, and of our trust. Make 
us a name and a praise through the earth ; and 
this favoured land eminently the centre of those 
institutions, which most bless and exalt man- 
kind. Regard such as are especially dear to 
us, by kindred or friendship. We do not ask, 
that thou shouldst set them on the high places 
of the earth, but, O number them with thy 
saints, in everlasting glory. Grant that they 
and we may join that innumerable company, 
from every people, and kindred, and tongue, who 
shall at last render blessings and honour unto 
Hi in that sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb forever. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord God ! in the morning shalt thou hear 
our voice ; in the evening shall our prayer come 
up before Thee. For each morning and each 
evening witnesses afresh to thy love, and thou 
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c^usest the., returps of each tp , show foctb»t];ij: 
p^ais&i What. can w^ reader to ,God..%, aU . hi9. 
beAefitsI We^ cannot hut i grajtefiUly a^j^npwl* 
edge that th^Jife, which .w,9^.4hy,gifl at first, h^th. 
b^enconsiantlj thy care. We have been folr 
Ic^^^d by thine eye, and upheld , by thine: arm. 
T^hqiuhast ble^t life witbthe. satisfactions jsp^ing^ 
ing from cheerful smd ax^tivcr heialth. Thptt 
hj9|st given the higb(9r pleasures ^ derived frpm 
the pjuursuit of knowledge,. ajQd.dvscoyery* of 
tr^th. Thou hast exalt^;us.in tbi^^saale of 
b^ij;ig, b|y the gifi^ of re^i^E^ . memory, apd 
spj^ech^ Thou hai^t cpp^u^d to.us the mean^ of 
grace, from which many, who ; might have, im- 
proved them better, have been untimely . called 
to their account. Quicken,, us ; so .to feel th^ 
8^me. responsibilities, that we shall watch clb4 
pray, and strive to be in r^adi^oss for an earner 
or later departure. O God ! we. wpuld: not 
think of ourselves as the creatures only of a 
day ; we would not, on the other hand, fall into 
a fatal self-delusion, in respect to our spiritual 
state. May we with fear and trembling, as we 
ought, work out the salvation offered to us. 
Search U9x and help us b|( thi;ie assistance faith* 
fully to searcb ourselves. Help us. tQ set: a., 
guar^ upon. pur lips, Jest ,w^ pi&od in<.word| and. 
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to keep OUT hearts with diligence, that we cher- 
ish nothing there offensive to thy purity. O pre- 
pare us by the lessons of thy word, the events of 
thy providence, the promptings and strivings of 
thy spirit, to make our calling and election sure, so 
that we shall be found of Thee, our Judge, in 
peace ; and having accomplished as hirelings 
our work, be admitted to the duties and servi- 
ces of a better state, through infinite mercy in 
Him, whom thou ever lovest and hearest. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU, who dwellest between the cheru- 
bim, King of kings, and Lord of lords ! We be- 
lieve that thy throne is founded in truth, and that 
thou governest the earth in perfect equity, and 
in perfect love. Thanks to thy name, that thou, 
who upholdest all worlds, doth yet exert a watch- 
ful care over the meanest of thy creatures ; and 
none of them is forgotten before God. We 
bless Thee as the possessors of this transient 
life. We render the gratitude, so justly due 
to Thee, for giving us even a place among thy 
works ; but more, for giving us therewith, the 
facalties to understand and enjoy their great- 
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tiess, variety, order and besnty. Bat while 
thoa hast eneircled us with ail th^se bllessingfl 
here, thou hast inspired an hope of far greater 
hereafter. How rich is that mercy, ij^hich has 
provided for ODr redemption from sin and death, 
and our admission to the marvellous light and 
glorious liberty of the children of God ! Hav- 
ing such transporting prospects, O may we 
purify ourselves, as He that hath called us is 
pure, and be changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, as by the spirit of the Lord. 
Blessed be his name, if he hath yet caused the 
power of that spirit and the love of his Son to 
be shed abroad in any of our hearts ; that so our 
approach to him now, may spring not from a ser- 
vile fear, but from a true filial affection, as to 
our reconciled Father, and covenant-God. 

Heavenly Parent, our hearts' desire to thee 
is, that the gospel may be maintained in its pa- 
rity, and may thus be attended with all its light 
and power to convert mankind. Let not the 
errors, prejudices or sins of thy professing 
children, hinder its reception or its influence. 
Recover thy church from every corruption in 
doctrine or in practice. Hasten that time 
when all thy family on earth, so divided and 
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alienated now, shall unite in acknowledging and 
adoring Thee, through the one Mediator. 

Thou alone makest us to dwell in safety ; — 
tbrough ihe hours of ailent rest, we would again 
troei ourselves with Thee. Having been by day 
our sw and shield, may we find thee at night a 
banner and defence. Will >t pleaoe Thee to 
restoi^ ,U9, fcom this repose, with increased 
vigour aad zeal to the duties of our several sta- 
tions. Make us faithful, make us useful ; so 
tha^t *W(hen ,we shall have done and suffered all 
tby wiill, we may be sustained under the bur- 
tben ,qf prolonged life, if this awaits us, by that 
bopte which shall not leave us ashamed in the 
searohiAg light of eternity. O that we may 
Uien be welcamed to the presence of that 
Saviour, whoin we ihave known and honoured on 
fiarth; fbnd hear the approving plaudit qf our 
God and Judge. Fulfil this our earnest prayer ; 
do for Qs more apd better in all things than we 
can joek or cQpcei,ve, of thy free and sovereige 
mercy i whiie we, offer at <thy throne, this, our 
&eble>Vibute>>9iis disciples of thy dear .8o^. 
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THURSDAY MORNING. 

O Thou, who art the God of all the families of 
the earth ! Thou it is, who leadest the solitary 
into social bonds, and thou makest the ties of 
kindred and home, not only sources of delight, but 
the instruments also, unless we are unfaithful, of 
growth in grace, and preparation for eternity. 
Thou art, in a peculiar sense, the God of those 
families wh«re thy name is known and honour- 
ed. Whatever may be the example of a vain 
world, for us and our household, we would feel 
our obligation to serve, love, and honour Thee. 
We would regard ever thy yoke as easy, thy 
burthen as light ; and believe that in keeping 
thy commandments, there is a reward unspeaka- 
bly great. Gracious God 1 give to us that per- 
fect peace, which is theirs alone, whose mipds 
are stayed upon Thee. May the reality of our 
christian hope be seen in its tendency; by 
purifying us from sin, weanipg us from the 
world, and raising us on the wings of contem- 
plation and faith, to heavenly objects. O satis- 
fy us early with thy mercy, that we may rejoice 
and be glad in Thee all our remaining days. 

O God, who hast closely bound together our 
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interests with those of our fellow-men, help us 
to cherish them in our hearts, and remember 
them in our prayers. We rejoice with them 
that rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
Are there any destitute ? will God relieve them 
from his boundless store, and awaken in their 
behalf the benevolence of those whom his prov- 
idence hath made to differ. Heal the hearts 
that have been broken by affliction : be the 
Friend of those who have no friend beside. 

Thou prolongest life, that we may*attain more 
and more its true ends ; — let this'day witness our 
advance in all christian excellence, so that at 
its close, we may renew these exercises with an 
approving conscience, and an humble hope of 
thine acceptance. Hear graciously our morn- 
ing prayer, accept our feeble praise, pardon our 
sins of negligence and infirmity, and even 
our deliberate transgressions, if truly mourned 
and renounced, for thine infinite mercy's sake. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

Blssssd and Glorious .God 1 the life, lights 

and joy of thy creation ; all possible excellence 

centres in Thee, all substantial good proceeds 

from Thee I While then the sensual and the busy 

3 
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world are anxioasly inquiring, who will show 
them any good ? may the aspira^tion of our 
hearts be, — Lord, lift thou upon us the light of 
thy countenance. May the love of Thee sub- 
due the desire of the flesh, the desire of the 
eyes, and the pride of Jife. We would taste 
and see, that our life doth not consist in the 
abundance we possess ; and that he who is not 
rich towards TJbee, is poor and blind and naked 
indeed. 

O that we could thus realize, that our first duty 
and our highest interest are ever the same. 
Implant it in our minds as a living, abiding princi- 
ple, that we cannot be happy, separated from 
thy favour. Taught, as we are, that the way of 
the transgressor is hard as it is sinful, may our 
salutary experience of this truth, suffice for all 
time hereafler, and bring us back from all our 
wanderings, humbled and penitent, to our Fath- 
er's house. Thou, who knowest all our frailty, 
we look to Thee to establish us in the way 
in which* we should go, and to perfect, if in us 
it is even yet begun, the christian life. Bring 
ps to thyself, thou who hast in thine hands the 
hearts of all, in such manner, and by such de- 
grees, as we are able to bear. 

Thou hast oast, O Lord, our lot in a knd of 
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civil liberty, and ef ehristian light. How priv- 
ileged are we at once in relation to this life, and 
to the life to come ! With docility and meek* 
ness, may we open that holy word which is able 
to make us wise for eternity. Enlighten those 
on whose guidance we rest, to know what the 
mind of the Lord is. Make thy ministers faith- 
ful and successful ; and faithful, that they may 
be successful. Free our minds both from pre- 
judice and indifference, that the light which 
Thou hast imparted, may shine into our under- 
standings and hearts ; and knowing the truth, 
may we be sanctified by its power. 

O God ! the close of another day hath collect- 
ed us around thy footstool ; wearied by its cares, 
and needing again the repose which is neces- 
sary to renew our strength. We would not say 
to Him that formed us, Why hast thou made us 
thus ? But we would bless Thee for a season of 
refreshment and rest ; for the assurance, that 
when we lie down. Thou wilt make us to dwell 
in safety ; and for the blessed prospect of that 
state, where we shall feel neither weariness nor 
pain ; where our sun shall no more go down, 
for God shall be the light and glory of his peo- 
ple. O make us worthy of thy kingdom, and 
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accept us through that name, which is above 
every name ; and to the Most High shall be all 
the glory and praise. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

Our Father which art in heaven ! As we en- 
joy the honoured name, with the privileges and 
intercourse this relation implies, implant in us all 
filial affections, so that we shall come now 
around thy mercy-seat, cherishing a child-like 
reverence, docility,- and trust ; and with that 
perfect love which casts out all fear. Help us 
to rejoice in all thy paternal relations and attri- 
butes ; to meet even thy correction without faint- 
ing and without repining ; to believe that every 
son, whom the Lord loveth, he chastens; and 
that he will make all things work together for 
the good of his chosen. 

O God ! nourished and brought up as we are 
by thy care, keep us from the ingratitude of re- 
belling against Thee. The lives which thou hast 
spared, prolonged, and blessed, — may they be 
henceforth monuments also of our gratitude. 
Let it suffice, that in times past, some of us have 
been little better than cumberers of thy ground, 
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and abusers of thy grace ; and have lived to lit- 
tle purpose except treasuring up for ourselves 
wrath against that day, when it shall b^ poured 
out unto the uttermost. Qod, look upon us. 
in thy cbmpassion, and avert from us this con- 
demnation. Chasten us, but not in thine 
anger, lest thou bring us to nothing. Engraft 
within us a new and better^ principle of obedi- 
ence; and enlarge our hearts ^to run th^ way of 
thj commandments, with an holy alacrity and 
zeal. Help us, as we are permitted to see the 
light of another morning in health, befo^'e we go . 
forth to the cares and temptations of life, to re-_ 
new our vows of fidelity to Thee. Thou wilt 
not be unfaithful to do all thou hast promised , 
for those that make Thee their trust; wilt, 
guard them as the apple of thine eye, and hide, 
them in danger, under the shadow of thy wing. 
Help us, Lord, so to set Thee before us, that the 
sense of thy presence, may not only keep us 
from offending, but enable us to please Thee^_ 
and may regulate our words^ temper, and con^. 
duct. Hear and answer us in these r^qupstcj, 
we pray Thee, through infinite mercy iif. th^i 
beloved Son. 
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FRIDAY EVENING. 

O THOU who hearest and answerest prayer, 
and who art alone worthy of our highesj hom- 
age and praise ; unto Thee should all thy ra- 
tional offspring come! Having put it into- the 
hearts of thy servants to come to this throne of 
grace, grant us those dispositions, which shall 
make our duty to be indeed our delight. As we 
bear thine image, and partake of thine own 
eternity, may these relations lead us to frequent 
and sweet communion with the Father of our 
spirits. Being necessarily thine, O God, by • 
our nature and state, may we be emphatically 
thine by choice ; by yielding up all our facul- 
ties to thy service, and all our interests to thy 
disposal. O remember us with the favour that 
thou bearest unto thy chosen, and visit us with 
thy salvation. May our lives here in the flesh, 
be passed in the faith of the Son of God ; and 
may this faith unite us to him, as the branches 
are united to the vine. Assist us to be like him 
in all points in character here, that we may be 
like him and with him in glory hereafter. 

But, O Lord, we would not seek for ourselves 
alone the happiness thou hast revealed. Give 
to us that enlarged love by which we may induce 
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Others to be our companions in the way of life, 
and partakers at last of our joy. Let those 
especially who are most closely allied to us, be 
precious in thy sight, and united also to Thee in 
the bonds of an everlasting and never-to-be for- 
gotten covenant. Prepare them and us for an 
union which cannot be broken, and for that life 
over which the second death can have no 
power. We remember in our prayers the social 
circle around us. Will it please God to visit 
every family in this place with his favour ; every 
heart with the saving influence of his truth. 
May the abodes of thy servants here be the 
abodes of prosperity and domestic peace ; and 
temples consecrated by thy fear and thy wor- 
ship. Regard their various state and circum- 
stances: regard the secret wants and sorrows of 
every heart. Look benignantly, thou universal 
Father, upon thy great family on earth, alike 
bearing thine image, and made of one blood. 
Avenge the cause of the injured and oppressed. 
Pity the weakness and perversity of men ; cor- 
rect and purify this thy creation. Keep the 
young from licentious pleasures ; the mature in 
life from ensnaring and distracting cai^es. May 
the rich be poor in spirit, and the poor rich in 
faith, and expectants of thy heavenly inherit- 
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anee. O let thy light and thy truth go forth, 
and be felt in all their power to instruct, to con- 
sole, to guide, to alarm, and to save the souls of 
men. Thus may thy kingdom come ; that 
kingdom which is founded in righteousness, 
peace, and spiritual joy. Thus may thy will be 
done by thy human family, as it is by the spirits 
who surround thy throne, and who minister to 
thy pleasure; and the glory, dominion and 
praise be in all worlds ascribed, as it is now by 
us, to thy great name forever. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O God, the Greatest and the Best of be- 
ings ! Sovereign and Parent of all ! whom the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain, but whom 
the hosts of heaven do continually adore ; the 
supreme object of our undivided homage and 
service, affection and trust. Grant us at all 
times and under all circumstances, to feel an 
unwavering and joyous confidence in the wis- 
dom, equity, and kindness of thy government 
over us. May we evince this trust as well by a 
patient submission under the evils of life, as our 
gratitude for mercies by cheerful obedience. 
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Help us to apply to ourselves in the firm faith of 
the gospel, those promises to thy people, which 
provide against every want we feel, and every 
supposable condition. 

Heavenly Father, let ho anxiety respecting 
the future, ever impair our thankfulness for 
present blessings, or check our alacrity and zeal 
in thy service. May our hearts be fixed, trust- 
ing in Thee, who will not suffer us to want the 
strength that is needful to our day. 

O God ! grant to us this morning audience 
and acceptance at thy throne. Keep us in thy 
fear, and follow us with thy favour this day, 
whose returning light calls for our renewed grati- 
tude. Let each successive day we are permit- 
ted to see, be faithfully improved by us, as if it 
were our last. Let not increase of days make 
us blind to the precariousness of life, or sloth- 
ful in the great work of life. Rejnembering 
that the night comeih wherein no man can work, 
we would do with our might and onr zeal what 
our hands find to do, while it is yet called to-day. 
O enable us to accomplish our work with such 
fidelity, that we may finish it with joy ; and find 
mercy in that day, when called to answer in the 
spirit for the deeds done in the body. Accept 
US in Him, Who is the revealer of thy will, the 
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representative of thine anthority, the image of 
thy perfections, for whom we would ever bless 
Thee ; and to the King, immortal, invisible, the 
only wise God, be rendered everlasting praises. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O TH09 most High ! Creator of the ends of 
the earth, and Father of the spirits of all ! To 
thine eye of pority the heavens are not clean, 
and the glorious host of heaven hide their faces 
before Thee in humiliation and awe. With 
what emotion, then, should we come into thy 
presence, whose foundation is in the dust, and 
who dwell in houses of clay. With what 
emotion especially should sinners and rebels as 
we are, presume to approach Thee. For we 
are fully conscious that thou art not further re- 
moved from us by thine infinite greatness, than 
by thy transcendent purity. Yet, praise to thy 
grace, thou has opened to us access to thy 
throne. Thou hast invited and encouraged our 
intercourse with Thee, the highest and the 
holiest of beings. When therefore we are 
prompted, under a sense both of our meanness 
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and our guilt, to shrink from thy presence, let 
us remetnber and rest on thy command and 
promise, — Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and 
ye shall find. And now that we are before Thee 
as a prayer-hearing God, give to us the attitude 
of humiliation, and the temper of penitence, 
that we may so hope to be heard and regarded. 
We have sinned indeed against tjie clearest 
light, and the most endearing love ; and have 
wandered far from the source and the sum of 
good. But what do we owe to thy $>rbearance, 
that we are still in the land of the living, a,iid 
under a dispensation of hope ! Cluicken us to 
do what we can in redeeming the wasted hours 
of our probation, in those which may yeit r^emain. 
Call us not hence unprepared and impenitent. 
Suffer us not to perish in the midst of our trans- 
gressions; and deliver us from their dominion 
hereafter. Suffer us no more to cast despite on 
that spirit of grace, which has borne with us, 
and striven with us so long. 

Gracious God! may that providence which 
has closed upon us another day and another 
week, bring home to our consciences and hearts 
these desires and purposes. Help us to review, 
faithfully and humbly, the past which we can- 
not recall; and' by the light of experience, so 
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to number the days that remain, as to apply oar 
hearts unto wisdom. 

Prepare us, we beseech Thee, heavenly Fath- 
er, for the returning solemnities of another of 
the days of the Son of man. Blessed season of 
repose from labour, and of refuge from grief 
and care! O, that we understood better its 
sacred privileges ; above all, that we might so 
improve and apply them, as to derive all their 
intended effect of soothing our cares, and quick- 
ening us afresh for active duty. May the in- 
fluences of thy life-giving spirit descend upon 
every heart : then shall our imperfect worship be 
to us a foretaste of the services of that glorious 
temple in the heavens, where we shall see Thee 
without obscurity, and serve Thee without ini. 
perfection forever. Graciously hear, own, and 
accept us through our Redeemer and Lord, as 
whose disciples we ascribe to the only liring 
and true God, endless praises. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

We thank Thee^ O Father, liortf of heaven 
and earthy that we come this morning before a 
throne of grace,, as eminently thy privileged 
childrew. Thou hast imparted to us that light, 
^hieh is withheld from multitudes not less 
•worthy of this favour than we ; hast enabled 
us to render Thee a rational and accepfabFe 
homage ; and to mingle our voices with those of 
higher natures. We are made capable of know- 
ing, serving, and enjoying the Author of our 
being. We are taught to disceifA' thine hand in^ 
the creation, as the Lord Almighty ; and in the 
conduct of thy providence, as the Only Wise : — 
O do thou now manifest thyself to us as the 
€Fod of love, and the fountain of consolation^ 
and grace. Glory to thy name, that when all 
flesh had corrupted its way, and the world,, by 
mistaken wisdom, knew Thee not,, then did 
Jesus of Nazareth appear, to be the Light of the 
world,, and the Saviour ol men. We bless Thee 
4 
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for the way of life, for the terms of acceptance, 
and the example of universal virtue which we owe 
to him. Help us, O God, hereafter to walk as chil- 
dren of the light and of the day. Forbid that we 
should resist the gracious invitations, the precioas 
promises, the awful warnings of thy word, and 
perish at last with an aggravated wo. May 
thy word be so. dispensed to-day that these con- 
siderations shall sink more deeply than ever into 
our minds. May priests and people take heed 
how they speak, and how they heaf. Suffer not 
an earthly mind to follow us from the world, while 
we seek to rise above it. And since man can speak 
only to the outward sense, O Thou, whose pre- 
rogative it is to speak to the conscience aod the 
heart, confirm the truths of thy word by the en- 
ergy of thy Spirit. Fulfil to us and to all thy 
people this day, the promise, that where thou 
hast recorded thy name, thou wilt vouchsafe thy 
presence and thy blessing. Reveal thy power 
and glory as they are to be seen in the sanctu- 
ary, and may we praise Thee there with joyful 
lips. Unto him, who alone is able to keep us 
from falling, and to present us faultless before 
his presence at last, with unspeakable joy, to the 
only wise God, be praises everlasting. 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 

O THOU, who alone art Jehovah^ the blessed 
and only Potentate, the great Original and sup- 
|x>rt of universal nature. While thou dwellest 
in unapproachable light, thou art yet continual- 
ly revealing thyself to the eye of reason and of 
faith» in the works of thine hand and in the 
word of thy truth. Help us of this family circle 
to unite with all holy beings in heaven and on 
earth, in adoration of him who is the First and 
the Last. May the close of this hallowed day 
find our hearts peculiarly attuned to these ser- 
vices of prayer and praise, which we here renew. 
May our occasional and transient communion 
with Thee in the sanctuary, leave behind it an 
abiding impression. May the Sabbath follow us 
through the week ; may the spirit of devotion 
actuate us in the absence of its forms. 

O God, thou hast been again, through thy 
ministers, beseeching us this day to be recon- 
ciled unto Thee. Thou knowest with what 
temper we have heretofore heard the offers of 
the gospel ; and some of us are conscious that 
we have as yet received this grace in vain. 
Awaken us, we earnestly pray Thee, to consid- 
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er the things that belong to our peace, before 
they are hidden from our eyes forever.. How 
often, in days past, thou hast called and we have 
refused ; thou bast stretched forth thine hand^ and 
we have turned away I O spare us the anguish 
of hearing that sentence at last, — Therefore will 
I also exult in your calamity^ and mock when 
your fear cometh. 

O God ! we have been made partakers of thy 
grace ; help us to be its dispensers also. HaviDg 
freely received, may we as freely give. May it 
Ibe to us the purest of ail satisfactions, and the 
greatest of all rewards^ to save a soul from deaths 
and to hide a multitude of sins. Let thy pres- 
ence be with those who have gone into distant 
lands to impart thine unspeakable gift. Prosper 
«very weli-meant and wisely directed effort for 
ihe conversion of pagan lands. Our hearts' 
desire and prayer for our fellow-creatures and 
feilow-sinners of every name is^ that thej may 
come to the knowledge of thj saving truth and 
liv«. 

O God 1 grant that the life« healthy and ever- 
lastiiijg good of each member of this family may 
be precious in (thy sight. Lead ihoee at the 
head of it« to walk before their household with a 
pcrfeet heart, and serve Thee« the God of their 
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fathers, with a willing mind. Sanctify our 
sorrows and our joys. Suffer none of those to 
perish who are dear to us as our own souls : 
make them in thine own time and way, trophies 
of thy grace, and monuments of mercy. We 
commit ourselves again into thine hands, to 
whom the night shineth as the day. Bestow 
upon us sweet and needful slumher. Fit us for 
all the duties of the week, and of life ; and by 
our faithful discharge of them, fit us finally for 
the region of light, purity, and joy, through 
mercy in the Son of thy love ; and to thy name 
be unceasing honours. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

Grbat and gracious God, the Author of our 
being, with all its powers, enjoyments, and 
hopes. We seek once more thy face, acknowl- 
edging that we are not less the children of thy 
love, than the creatures of thy hand ; imploring 
that as we are the subjects of thy government, 
we may also be, of thy grace. However Iit« 
tie we deserve at thine hands, we are con* 
scions how much we need. lieny us not the 
grace thoa hast encouraged us to implore. 
4* 
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Grant us, through faith in thy Son, boldness of 
access to Thee ; and may our prayer com^ up 
to thy throne as incense, and the lifting of our 
hands as the mornijQig sacrifice. We adore 
Thee for all the common blessings of life, as 
well as for those peculiar to us : as the Author 
of our immortal minds, and the Giver of all the 
neans for purifying and forming them anew in 
thine image : as the wise Disposer of the sea- 
sons, of seed-time and harvest, of day and night 
in their grateful succession. We see Thee ia the 
gi;nial inftui^nces of thesun and air, in the friends 
who cherish, in the habitations which shelter us. 
Thou hast never lefl thyself without witness 
among men ; so that they are fools and withont 
excuse, who yet live without Thee in the world. 
May the remembrance, as well as the sense of 
thy numberless mercies, keep alive in our minds 
the thought of thy surrounding presence. As- 
sist us, by meditation and secret communion, to 
live as seeing the Invisible ; to honour him as a 
Lawgiver, while we trust in him as a Father ; 
to have no fear before the fear of his displeasore ; 
nor desire, that shall interfere with the desire of 
his favour. 

O God, thy watchful providence has kept us 
\Vk safety through another night, and sufilnred no 



evil to approach our dweiUng. Go totik with 
each of us when we separate, to the various 
duties of the day ; suit thy discipline to out 
different situations, circufpstances« and trials.. 
Bring us again together at i|p close ; and whon 
we shall be finally separated on earth, may we 
meet in the general assembly a^ church of the 
First-born, through infiniie mer^y in the only 
Saviour* 



MONDAY EVENING. 

TuQV High and Holy One, untp whom all 
hearts are open, all desires known, and hmu 
whom no secrets are hid ! By whom we are 
continually inspected^ surrounded, and upheld 1 
Who ait qn our right hand and on our left, 
though we behold Thee not I How can wfi 
escape Thee» but by fleeiig to Thee 1 We have, 
come into a most august presence, and engaged 
ia a most sojimn service. O that we may feel 
as we pi;ofe84^ feel, that thou canst not be de*t 
ceived, and wilt not be pfofaoed by a vain ohiar 
tion. . Help us to give up ourselves to thy in^s^c- 
tion, and to say unfeignedly and from thet heart,, 
-^Search us, O Qpp, and Il^ow our hearts; try 



44 SBCONB WMlt. 

U8 apd know our thoaghts. May thy spirit 
witness with oar spirits, that we are born from 
above ; and may thy image, formed within us, 
shine out in our conversation and life. 

God of our lives I by thy protecting care 
they have been prolonged for another day ; and 
here would we record thy loving*kindness 
afresh. Preserve us this night from the evils of 
this dark and defenceless season. Grant that 
we may arise in the morning with the powers of 
mind and body renewed by rest, and with a 
firmer purpose to employ them in the service of 
our God, and our fellow-men. Vouchsafe con- 
tinually to smile on this family circle. Sancti- 
fy and bless domestic worship, instruction, and 
discipline. Let those whom thou hast given to 
our charge be early trained in thy nurture. 
Gh^ to us that best of all satisfactions, of seeing 
thy pleasure prosper id our hands, and in those 
of all heads of families, teachers of youth, and 
dispensers of the word of life. 

O God, as thou hast taught us in thy repealed 
word, that this life is but the infancy nof our 
being, enable us to keep alive in our minds 
by thy grace, our relation to unseen things, to 
walk by faith, and not by sight ; and to live here 
as those who expect to live forever. Especially 
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awaken in os the reverence and affection doe to 
that Saviour^ whose Jove for us was stronger 
than death, and which many waters could not 
quench. 'As we own his name^ may the same 
mind be in us which was also in him. Make 
us more devoted to his cause and service ; so 
that we shall be willing to labour and suffer with 
him for truth and righteousness' sake. And may 
that faith which constrains us^ if we are called 
thereto^ to do and to suffer all things, convert 
duties and sacrifices into pleasures. May it pre- 
serve in us an equal mind under all the chan^ 
ges of life; and enable us to taste somewhat of 
the joy and the peace of believing. Give to U8« 
gracious God, in every stage of our christian 
life and warfare^ that gracious assurance, — Fear 
not, for I am with thee; I will uphold thee 
with my right hand. Prepare us for the liig^t 
of deaths for the morning of the resurrection, 
and the day of judgment ; and accept and own 
us at last as disciples of our ascended and glori- 
fied iiord. To him^ as the head of his churchy 
be everlastiog honours^ 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 



O Lord, our God ! whose name and praise 
are extended through the earth, and whose glory 
is reflected from the heavens. All nature cries 
aloud through all her works ; and we would join 
our humhler tribute of praise and gratitude with 
4he incense continually rising to Thee from 
earth's great altar. We are conscious that our 
poor services cannot add to thy immutable glorj 
and blessedness : and that, while Thou art wor- 
thy of all we can render, the best we can ren- 
der, is unworthy of Thee. But that homage, 
which is thy rightful due, we desire to give ; 
and would come to Thee with an admiring sense 
of all that thou hast done, or art doing for our 
present enjoyment ; and of all that thou hast de- 
signed and revealed towards our perpetual well- 
being. Thanks to Thee for our animal frame, 
our rational faculties, our means of useful 
knowledge, of getting and of doing good, for 
our social dispositions, and our moral powers 1 
and more than all, for our privileges and hopes 
as christians. We had no title to these bles- 
sings at first ; and we are forfeiting them from day 
to day. Make us more worthy of such distin- 
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guishing favour. We desire and purpose here* 
aAer to keep consciences void of offence ; but 
the experience we have had of our frailty, makes 
us distrustful of our strength. O enable us to 
be strong in thee, and in the power of thy 
might. Withdraw not from us the gracbns in- 
fluences of thy purifying and life-giving spirit ; 
and may it effectually seal m to the day of re- 
demption. Help OS this day, whieh we are per- 
mitted to see in health and happiness, to think, 
speak, and live, as seeing Thee who art invisi- 
ble. Help ut to keep our end in view ; and to 
regard things present as they will be seen in the 
light of i\K judgment-day. O God, forgive the 
sins that we mourn from oar hearts, and strive 
to forsake in our conversation ai^d Jife ; and ac« 
cept us in these services through thy dear Son. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O TBotJ Infinite Majesty of heaven and earth 1 
who art exalted alike above our eomprehension 
and above our praise. What in us is dark, 
illumine, and purify what in us is earthly, that we 
may worship Thee aright. Help us to bow in 
admiration and wonder before Thee, who origi- 
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nftlly qpake,.and it was clone ; who commanded, 
anil it stood fast ; at whose word, order aroae 
frouy oonfiisioo,. and light from darkness. Thou 
hast arrayed the heavens with brightness, and 
clothed the earth with beauty,, and fragrance, 
and lifor Btit thy perfections,, which are mani- 
feoted every where around us,, we see yet more 
clearly roeQifested 'i^ilhin us. Thou hast made 
us a li4lle lower than the angels,, and hast fitted 
us,r like them, for thy contemplation and ser- 
vice ^ help us, O God, to fulfil these .exalted 
pnrposes of our being. As we are born to the 
lively hope of a new and ieimortal life by the 
resurrection of thy Son, may we* no more 
regard ourselves as the creatures of earth. May 
we continually aspire after the perfection of our 
nature. May we forget the things that are be- 
hind, and pr^s forMv^iAwith an earnest desire to 
those that are before. By the eye of faith, may 
the future be habitually seen,, united to the pres- 
ent, the invisible to the vi8ible,and eternity to time. 
Teach us to keep ever in mind, .that this is 
an imperfect,, as well as a preparatory state. 
Teach ns to refer al! that is dark or afflict- 
ive in thy providence, to the issues of that 
day,, when we shall see as we are seen, 
and know as we ace known.- May eiw 



ignorance of futurity strengtbeui our eeose ef 
dependence on Thee, mnd our confidence in* 
Thee. We would endeavour to believe that 
what is best, thou wilt accomplish by the best 
means, in the best manner, and at the best 
time. Make us, by thy grace,, superior to every 
trial of our faith and hope. Make us superior 
to t^ applause and the eeR^ure of men ; to 
immoderate desires of griefs that concern only 
present good ; to the pains of the body, end the 
fear of death. While we are fervent in spirit, 
and zealous of good works^ may we have that 
peace which the world cannot give,, and go on 
our way rejoicing. 

And now, Lord, what wak we ibr? ^hy 
hand halh drawn about us again dhe curtain of 
night ; end thy blessing alone can give sweet 
and needful slumber. '^ aii%«^any'l)f us awake 
no more upon earth, may we awake to swell the 
chorus of angelic praise,, and of purified saints. 
Sbooldst thou spare us for another day, let it 
not be to confess at its close, that we have been 
spared in vsin* Maf every d&y see some part of 
the work fulfilled given us to do ; and when 
called to arise and depart, enable us (o look 
back with satisfaction and peace of mind,, and 
forward with an humble hope of forgiveness aivd 
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acceptance through Him that loved us, and 
gave himself for us. To his Father and our 
Father, be everlasting praises. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O God, our heavenly Father and anfailing 
Friend ! v^hoee mercy, like thy being, is ever- 
lasting! All eyes wait, all creatures depend 
upon Thee. We, therefore, who can come to 
Thee in the spirit and the light of Christianity, 
are bound in especial manner, to bring to thine al- 
tar our morning sacrifice ; to acknowledge the 
protection of the past night, the supplies and pre- 
servation of our past lives. Cast, as we were, 
upon Thee from out birth, thine hand hath 
upheld our Ibeble s|eff9. * Thou hast sustained 
us in weakness and infirmity, succoured us in 
dangers seen and unseen, guided us in perplexi- 
ty and doubt, and hast spared us in vanitj^ and 
sin. Thou hast been watchful of us in all oar 
wanderings. Thou early saweat the seeds of 
iniquity in our hearts, and the offences number- 
less by us, and perhaps unheeded, are'present to 
thy view. O remember not against us the 
follies of our youth, and blot out the transgres- 
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MOOS of onr riper years. God of compassion ! 
pity, forgive, and save us from our sins, and 
from their consequences. 

May the power of that gospel, which Thou 
hast given to be a lamp to our path, be visible 
this and every day in our intercourse with man- 
kind. May it inspire us with true moderation 
in our pleasures, and prudence in our temporal 
concerns. May it teach us to be faithful in our 
friendships, grateful to our benefactors, and to 
exercise a generous forgiveness to those who 
have injured us. May it prompt us to walk in 
wisdom towards them that are without, and in 
kindness towards them that are within ; and 
while we seek to do good unto all, to remember 
our first obligations to those who are of the 
household of faith. Grant us to see, grant us 
yet more, to be humble instruments in pro- 
moting the extended triumph of thy truth over 
every form of error, ignorance, superstition, and 
sin, until the kingdoms of this world shall be- 
come the kingdoms of our God, and of his 
anointed Son. Hear and accept us in his 
precious name. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU Father of mercies, and Source of all 
consolation and hope ! We come to Thee as 
the refuge and confidence of thy people in all gen- 
erations ; though we can bring Thee nothing 
which should entitle us to thy favourable notice. 
We lift our empty Jbands uato God, and beseech 
Him to fill them with blessings. We would 
cast our griefs and cares upon Him who carest 
for us; and would pour out before Him our 
wants and our wishes., who alone canst abundant- 
ly relieve them. Thou art rich unto all that 
call upon Thee, and a present help to those that 
are in need. We come unto Thee in our weak- 
ness, ignorance, and sin ; and unable to order 
our speech aright, by reason of darkness. 
Teach us how and for what to supplicate Thee. 
We have reason to fear that we have often taken 
thy name upon our lips, when our hearts were 
wandering in the world. We have often desired 
things which have proved our injury, und have 
deprecated our real good. Enable us, O God, 
by the assistance of thy spirit, to refer hence- 
forth all our temporal concerns and desires to thy 
wisdom^ who knowest what things we need 
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before we ask them. Bat O how great is thy 
goodness, which in thy promises and thy king- 
dom thoa hast laid ap for them that fear Thee. 
Deny us not an interest in these, whatever else 
Ihou shalt deny. Enrol us with thy chosen, so 
that we may say, — Thou hast given us the herit- 
age of them that fear thy name. And suffer 
us not to indulge this hope, unless it be out- 
wardly manifest that our conversation is in heav- 
en. Save us from becoming backsliders ; save 
us from becoming formalists. Professing to be 
made the partakers of that grace which reno- 
vates the heart, let thine image in us be seen of 
all men. 

O thou great Parent of thy human race, our 
prayer to Thee is for all orders and conditions 
of men. Rescue those who are suffering under 
the rod of oppression. Suffer no longer the 
Bcourges of slavery and of war to deform the 
fair face of thy creation. Animate the heart, 
«nd nerve the arm of those who are contending 
for the dearest rights of humanity. Prosper 
especially the land in which we live. Make 
those, who are in places of public trust, faithful 
to the public interest, and awake to the influence 
of the noblest motives, the fear of Qod, and the 
love of man. May those, who preside in our 
5» 



semkiaries ami tsfawpclKs, be themielves taagbl 
oC Thee ; and ear land bacoMe fnin thcee faan^ 
tains, as a well-watraed garden and afiraitfiii field 
wiiftcb tlM Lord Iwth blessed, finiarge, atrevf^tb- 
ea^ end adorn the christian Zion. WUl Ood 
send prosperity te tbe canseof kiwwladge, piety, 
and charily : wMi He provide fer the poer, cob> 
Ibrt those who monrn, sustain those who sa£fer 
fi»r the trathy restore heal^ to tbe side, and^pce- 
pane the dying to depart in peace and hope. 
Hiear ns in oor supplicatieos offsned mp in the 
name of thy Son ; and to Thee be ascribed the 
glory «nd dominion ftirevier. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

O THOU, who hearest pcayer, and who art the 
Rewarder of such as earnesti-y seek 1% face, 
accept the imperfect homage of ns, who hai^e 
presamed to call upon thy name. As .partakes 
t)f thy bounty, oiffisnders agamst thy law, and 
made heirs together of an everlasting hope, .we 
would bring to Thee a common tribute of frati- 
tttde and penitence. Being tanght that where 
two or three are met together in thy name^ thou 
aleo will condescend to :moet them, give us to 
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fii^ tbjfNremice and thy afslslsaoe here. En- 
lllplileB 4M>r ooKceptMiifl «£ Thee, <tbe i»BCreate«l 
and infinite Mind, the gceat fitit CScuise, and the 
last End 4»f ail things. Thtne «oergy sastaNM, 
tby preeenoe pervades, and thy gracious infln* 
ence Ideesee the oni verse. Our times are in ihj 
hand ; eur eajoynMnls and sorrows are dispensed 
by thy providence. Thy peculiar mercy hath 
provided us a Redeemer from sin and death, who 
is able to save to the uttermost those that come 
to Thee by him ; believing from the heart unto 
righteousness, and bringing forth the fruits of 
penitence. In thy word we see the path of duty 
phiin before us ; while it offers motives and aids 
to walk therein wiilh undeviating fidelity. O 
may we so feel the efficacy of its exceeding 
great and preoieus promises, as not only to be 
kept from the corruptions of the world, but be 
transformed into the image -of thy perfect excel* 
lence, and made partakers of a divine nature. 
O God, wiio^hast oalled into new exercise. our 
faculties of body and of mind, in how many 
circnmstances of mercy do we stand before 
Thee tliis /morning 1 While numbers have not 
had where to lay their heads, or have been toss- 
ing to^and fro, -the victims of disease; white 
msny tniieatlh'have been watching over beds 
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of pain, and many have slept the sleep of death, 
not to awake till the hearens be no more ; — thy 
goodness alone hath made us to differ. We 
would call upon our s6uis.and all within us to 
magnify thy name. We would show forth our 
gratitude not only with our lips, but with our 
lives ; and would dedicate ourselves to Thee as 
living sacrifices, acceptable in thy sight, through 
Him that loved us, and gave himself for us. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

O THOU all-seeing Jehovah ! whither shall we 
go from thy spirit ! How shall we escape from 
thy presence and control 1 If we say, surely 
the darkness shall cover us, even the night shall 
be light about us; for the darkness and the 
night are both alike to Thee ! Convince us that 
it is as impossible to escape the notice of thine 
eye, as td subsist without thy sustaining hand, 
or to be happy without thy favour. With what 
unspeakable emotions, then, should we appear 
in thy presence ! Save us from the condemna- 
tion of the hypocrite and the formalist. Verify 
to us the promise made to those who approach 
Thee in sincerity and truth. May we bring to 



THURSDAY EVENING. 57 

thy service purified affections, enlightened minds 
to know thy will, and sincere desires to follow 
where that shall lead. O that this intercourse, 
here commenced with Thee on earth, may be- 
come more precious to us by its continued exer- 
cise, and be renewed in a purer service, before 
thy throne of light. 

Living under such a sense of thy constant 
nearness, our God and Father, may we be filled 
not only with trembling awe and solicitude, but 
hence derive a spring of consolation and peaceu 
May the uprightness of all our motives, and the 
purity of our affections be such, that thy scruti* 
ny can never be unwelcome to us. We would 
admit nothing into our hearts, which we desire 
to conceal from thy all-seeing eye ; we would 
practise nothing, of which we shall have reason 
to be ashamed before thy allHrighteous tribunal. 
Reveal to us, thou diseerner of the spirits, our 
secret faults; restrain us effectually, by thy 
grace, from presumptuous transgression. Help 
us to see the broad extent and spirituality of thy 
law J to attain a more growing conformity to 
Thee, and to become perfect as Thou, our 
Father, art perfect. And, with the persuasion 
that thou always seest, and alone canst perfectly 
know us, give us the conviction that w€ are 
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aecountabie only to Thee. May we, therefore, 
pass with a serene mind through evil report and 
good report, esteeming it alight matter to be 
judged of man's judgment, if we can look up, 
and say, — Our record is in heaven, and our wit* 
ness on high. 

O thou Guardian of thy people, who dost 
never slumber nor sleep ! again we pray for the 
repose which we need, and protection from those 
evils, against which we cannot guard. How 
has another day gone forever, impressively 
teaching . us that all our days are as a shadow ! 
Prepare us for that hour when we must make our 
bed in darkness, and may the everlasting arras 
sustain us, when flesh and heart fail. O God, 
may thy presence go with us through the dark 
valley of the shadow of death, and bring us to 
that brighter world, where our sun shall no more 
go down, neither shall our moon withdraw 
itself, for thou shalt be its light and glory. Hear 
and accept us as disciples of thy beloved Son. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 



O THOU, who art the Greatest and the Best of 
all beings ; glorious in holiness, and [fearful in 
praises ! Thou art worthy of all our homage, 
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yet all oar homage bow far does thy nature 
transcend ! Yet thou hast made us capable of 
of knowing Thee, the author of all being ; of 
resembling Thee, the perfection of excellence ; 
and of enjoying Thee, the source of all good. 
Help us this morning to draw nigh to Thee, as 
thy children, in the temper of devout supplica- 
tion. Let no unworthy fear or shame keep us 
from thy presence, for thou hast said, — Those 
who come unto Thee, thou wilt in no wise cast 
out. What cause have we for humility indeed, 
in the remembrance of all that thou hast done 
for us, and of all the returns we have made to 
Thee ; Thou knowest how unfruitful we have 
been, though singularly privileged ; how unthank- 
ful, though crowned with mercies. Thou 
knowest how poorly we have fulfilled the 
great ends for our existence; and that we 
have refused to reason and conscience their 
rightful sway. We have cause to stand speech- 
less and self-condemned, and to be covered 
with confusion and dismay ; had not thy good- 
ness been manifested to us, as compassionate and 
long-suffering, slow to anger, and waiting to be 
gracious. Create within us, O God, clean 
hearts, and take possession of them by thy 
spirit. Cast us not away from thy presence • 
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Without Thee, oar strength is weakness^ and 
our wisdom, folly. Guide us by thy oouQsel 
this day, which we are permitted to see in health 
and strength. How vain is it that we go forth 
to the cares and dangers of a tempting world, if 
thy presence go not forth with us. Keep us, O 
God, from sin, which is the greatest of evils ; 
then may we be assured thou wilt keep us frora 
whatever else might harm us, and make all 
things work together for our good. Pit us by 
all that we suffer, as well as by all that we 
enjoy, for a better stat« ; and so lead as through 
things &een and tempdral, that they shall ncA 
make us indifferent to the rewards of eternity. 
To these wilt thou adkhit us, in thine own time, 
fof thy mercy's sake. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

Thou ever-blessed Gon ! who art manifested 
to 06 in thy word, as the God and Father of 
Jesus Christ ; in him may we discern Thee as 
the God of all consolation and gra^e. Help us 
to come unto thy throne through hitn who is the 
Way, the Trulh, and the Life, that we nwy all 
be one in Theie mtid in him, as thoU' aft in him, 
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and he in Thee. Give us to entertain jaster 
conceptions of his exalted character, and of 
Thee, the Father, whom he came to reveal. 
Give us to rejoice, in some measure as we ought, 
in that display of thy mercy, which sent him 
not to condemn the world, but to offer it pardon 
and life. Help us to embrace him with a cordial 
and living faith as our Saviour, Exemplar, and 
Guide. Make us superior to false shame, and 
the fear of man ; so that we shall promptly 
acknowledge him in these relations, and in his 
appointed way. O that it might be constantly 
present to us, that if we confess not him before 
men, both with our outward lips, and by a 
christian consistency, he aliso will deny us be- 
fore thy face in heaven. Grant, O Father, 
that our light may so shine forth, not only in all 
amiable qualities, but in all the graces of a spir- 
itual life, that men may take knowledge oi^ us, 
and glorify Thee. 

We beseech Thee, Source of all wisdom, to 
grant thy illuminating spirit to those who are 
humbly and diligently inquiring after the truth 
as it is in Jesus. Grant them that sincere 
desire to know Thee,, and him whom thou hast 
sent aright, which shall enable them to know 
whether the doctrine be from God. Remove 
6 



62 SECOND WEEK. 

far from them, that fear of man which ensnareth. 
Give to them just, clear, and consistent views of 
all important truth ; and through its power, 
sanctify them for thyself. 

We present our supplications for all before 
Thee. Endow each of us with the qualities 
suited to our relations in this household, and io 
the world. Suffer us in neither to be unjust or 
unkind. May we not be seduced by evil exam- 
ple ; may we not become instruments of temp 
tation to others. Engraft the lessons of thy 
providence in our hearts, so that they shall 
bring forth their intended fruits. Guard us 
against the allurements that beset us from with- 
out, and the passions that solicit us within. 
Let not prosperity corrupt, or adversity harden 
us ; and by whatever means Thou shalt wean 
us from the world, qualify us by the same for 
the blessedness of that which shall succeed. 
O God, let these our desires come up with ac- 
ceptance upon thine altar ; take us under thy 
kind charge this night, and admit us finally to 
the higher duties and enjoyments of thy king- 
dom, through thy mercy manifested by thy dear 
Son. 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 



O Lord, our God ! blessed is the man whom 
thou choosest, and drawest unto thy mercy-seat. 
For with Thee is the fountain of life, and in thy 
presence there is fulness of joy. Praise to thy 
name, we can approach Thee in such a manner 
as thou wilt graciously accept. We are not left 
to feel after thee in the darkness of nature, or to 
worship an unknown divinity. Thou hast en- 
lightened, from thy throne, our feeble and long- 
misguided reason, and in thy word we see Thee 
in every relation, suited to our necessities or en- 
couraging to our hope. Grant that we may now 
therefore compass thine altar in the full assur- 
ance of faith ; in the temper of true worshippers. 
Grant that we may see and feel the tokens of 
condescension and love, which abound in thy 
word, thy providence, and thy grace. We find 
in our hands all necessary means both of happi- 
ness and of virtue : we are sensible to the pow- 
er of motives capable of advancing us to the per- 
fection of our moral nature. Having such trans- 
porting prospects, O may we consider what 
manner of persons we ought to be, and must be, 
if we would not fail of the inheritance of saints. 
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O God, thou hast caused another day to rise 
upon us ; we know not what it may bring forth, 
and we would not disquiet ourselves with that 
care about events, which it is our privilege and 
duty to cast upon Him who careth for us. Af- 
ter all our experience past of thy fatherly good- 
ness,* how can we fail to trust Thee for all time 
hereafter ? From all the evil around us or with- 
in us, thou canst and wilt be our defence, if we 
remember to seek it. Taught, as we are, that 
nothing can happen to us without thy permis- 
sion, and assured in ourselves that thou wilt 
make all things work together for our good, help 
us to commit ourselves and our every interest 
unto Thee as unto a faithful Creator. Gra- 
ciously hear us as the disciples of thy Son. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O THOU, who art, wast, and art to come, the 
Lord Almighty ! Thou art worthy to receive 
glory, and honour, and blessing ; for thou hast 
created all things, and for the display of ihy per- 
fections, and the communication of thy felicity, 
were they created. From thy throne thou be- 
holdest the dwellers upon the earth, and con- 
descendest to regard what is done upon this 
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thy footstool. While we lift up our eyes to Thee 
in the deepest adoration, we cannot but be con- 
scious how faint, unworthy, and distracted are 
our conceptions of Thee. When we would per- 
fectly trace out thy nature and attributes, how 
soon is our reason confounded and awed I 
When we would learn thy character from the 
dealings of thy providence, how often do we 
find thy ways inscrutable I O Goo, enable us 
to supply these imperfections of our reason, by 
the firmer faith and child-iike confidence of our 
hearts. When therefore clouds and darkness, 
to human view encompass thy throne, give us 
the assurance thy believing children should 
have, that its unchanging foundations are justice 
and truth* May we never forget that thy ways 
are not as our ways, nor thy thoughts as our 
thoughts. Repress in us, therefore, all hasty 
judgment, both of thy dispensations and of our 
fellow-men, to whom they are appointed. Let 
passing events confirm in us that humility and 
candour which they exercise ; so that when all 
their connections and tendencies are seen, we 
may escape confusion and self-reproach. 

Gracious Goo, who hast cast our lot in a world 
of changes, may we hold fast, under all chan^ 
geSy our faith in Th^e, as a moral Governor and 
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righteoas Judge» May the bereavemeDts, which 
sunder the iriends that are dear to us, earry 
upward also our affections to heaven, and aoand 
in our ears, as a warning voice^ — Arise and 
depart, for this is not year rest. 

By the good hand of Ood upon us, our lives 
have been prolonged another week ; a period, 
within which many have been carried to their 
' graves, and we have been brought nearer to our 
own. What must otherwise have awaited us ia 
the unseen world, O God, is known only to 
Thee ; to Thee only, for what we are now re- 
served. How soon that decree shall go ^th, 
none can tell, when the places that know us 
will know us no more forever ; and we be call- 
ed to join the mighty congregation of the dead. 
O suffer us no longer to abuse all the patience 
that w^its for us, and all the mercy that spares 
tts. Another season of thy rich graoe is at 
band ; may it strengthen in us the things which 
remain and which are ready to die. May the 
coming Sabbath prove a day of refreshing from 
thy presence ; and its services, imperfect as (hey 
are, fit us for the worship of the house not made 
with hands. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O Thou, who art Lord of the Sabbath ! Thou 
hast revidted upon us another of the days of the 
Son of man^ and we would rejoice in its light and 
be glad. We hail it as a season of rest, of medita- 
tioOy and of grateful praise. Suffer none of us 
in any way to profane these hours which Thou 
hast hallowed and set apart for thyself. Now 
that the labour of our hands has ceased, let not 
the world be permitted to engross our thoughts. 
Help us to be in the spirit in thine house and in 
our own ; to be fellow-workers with thy servant 
who shall speak to us in thy name, 'in instruct- 
ing, warning, and ^wakening those consigned 
to ouar/care. O forbid that, through his or our 
unfaithfulness^ thy truth should return to Thee 
void. May thy word be spoken and heard, in 
demonstration of the spirit and with power. 
Vouchsafe to bless our feeble efforts, and then 
what is Bown in weakness, shall be raised in 
power. 
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Hear our intercessions for those who in every 
way are called to suffer. Hear the sighing of 
the prisoner, and the cries of the oppressed. We 
commend to thy fatherly care those who are af- 
flicted in mind, body, or estate. We especially, 
on this morning, tenderly remember those who 
are deprived of the bread of life, which we en- 
joy. Enlarge the hearts of christians, so that 
their estimation of their own peculiar blessings 
shall be seen in endeavours to impart them 
to all lands. Thou, that didst send thy well- 
beloved Son into the world, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him, should live forever, grant that he 
may see of the travail of his soul and be satisfi- 
ed. Give to him the heathen for his inheri- 
tance ; the ends of the earth for a possession. 
Let the influence of his glorious gospel be felt 
on the temporal, as well as the everlasting inter- 
ests of all who bow to its authority. O may thy 
kingdom come in our hearts, and prevail 
throughout the world, and the glory and the 
praise be ascribed to thy great name forever. 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 

O THOU Creator and Lord of all ! unto thy 
throne we again repair for that light and strength 
we cpntinualiy need to serve Thee aright. Unto 
Thee would we come for those blessings which 
thou only canst bestow, but without which we 
are forever undone. Enable us to come in 
the {assurance of having all our real wants 
supplied ; and at the same time, deeply convinc- 
ed of these wants, and of our utter inability to 
supply them. O God, thou hast shown us in 
thy word, once more dispensed to us, both our 
greatest need, and our only remedy. Glory to 
thy namie, that when all flesh had corrupted its 
way on the earth, — when no eye could pity, and 
no arm could save, thou didst then have a re- 
gard to the work of thine hand. Thine eye 
didst pity us in our low estate. Thou didst 
communicate to us, poor and blind and naked 
as we were, the priceless riches of thy. king* 
dom. But we have to mourn that thy great de- 
signs have been so poorly answered in us. 
When we think how often we have turned from 
Him, that spake to us from heaven, to follow the 
idols that 0!ur hands have formed, what reason 
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have we to take our places in the dust before | 
Thee. O help us, from this favoured day, to | 
keep constantly in view to what we have been I 
called ; and may none of those things, which I 
once subdued us, prove any longer a snare. 

Hear, O Father, the prayers which have risen , 
to Thee this day from the sanctuary. Remem- 
ber in mercy that part of our fellow-men, who 
have not seen thy presence there. Are there 
not many who love the habitation of thine bouse, 
who have passed these sacred hours in solitude ? 
To many, we know, the ordinances enjoyed | 
around them, have not been afforded. And we i 
fear that numbers, who have been assembled to- i 
gether, have not heard the gospel of thy grace 
in its simplicity and truth. O let not our privi- 
leges deepen our guilt and our condemnation. 

Gracious God ! look in mercy on this house- 
hold of thy people. Unite us happily in the pro- 
motion of all our temporal concerns : unite us 
especially in the bonds of a common faith and 
hope. Gather us finally into the household of 
God, and to the society of just men made per- 
fect. O keep us from a sinful and fatal self- 
deception. Keep us from speaking peace to 
our souls, when there is no peace ; neither to 
us lot or part in that precious covenant which 
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is well-ordered in all things and sure. Visit us 
with that transforming power which creates all 
t.hings new. May the image of Jesus be form- 
ed within us, conveying therewith a hope of 
glory and the adoption of children ; so that at 
the last we may be able to say, — We know in 
whom we have believed, and that he is able to 
keep what is committed to him until that day. 
Hear and accept us then, as we pray Thee, to 
accept us now, in his precious and honoured 
name. 



MOISDAY MORNING. 

Our Father in Heaven! to be adored and 
blessed as the Author of every perfect and good 
gift ! Thou didst inspire the faculties by which 
we address Thee, and hast made them capable 
of enlargement, and culture, without limit or 
end. From thy hand proceed not only the 
mercies of our earthly life, but those gracious 
influences, by which only can we be renewed 
after the image of Him that created us. Thou 
hast given us to discern between good and evil, 
and enkindled desires the world cannot satisfy. 
With all our experience of thy goodness here, we 
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are assured of a better life to come, when all 
who have loved Thee, shall become larger par- 
takers in thy love. 'Wilt thou teach us what is 
good ; teach us thyself. Lead us in those pleas- 
ant and peaceful paths which conduct to thy 
right hand. And while passing through this 
probationary scene, O that ^e may see thy 
kindness even in its trials; regarding them 
as a refiner's fire, necessary to subdue, purify, 
and exalt our natures. May the love of God absorb 
every earthly and meaner affection, and the fear 
of God exclude all fear beside. Living and 
walking with Thee, may we go from strengikto* 
strength, and from glory to glory, until we 
appear before God in Zion. 

As thou hast restored us again to activity and 
consciousness, we would now solemnly renew 
our vows of fidelity. Let thy presence go with 
us, hi thy free spirit uphold us. Keep us from 
the hour of temptation, or be then our shield. 
Place a guard upon our lips, that we needlessly 
offend not the feelings or the good name of any ; 
and that we be not ensnared into any irreverent 
mention of Thee. When this day shall close, 
mjiy it bring to us the consciousness of being 
wiser and better ourselves, and of doing some- 
thing to render others so,, than when it began. 
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And unto Hhn who is ab?e to do for us far abofe 
all that we can coticetre or desrre, be honour 
and glory, through Jesus Christ, his Son. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

O T*ou most gracious God, Father of our 
spirits, and Former of otw frames I Thou ait 
great beyond all owr conceptions, gootf beyond 
all our gratitude and all our desert. But while 
we come with humility at the seiy^ of our u»- 
vrorthiness, yet do we with cofjfideoce and hope, 
ivhen we remember the relation we bear Thee, 
and the promises of thy word. We dKlore Thee 
for what thou art in thyself, we bless Thee for 
all thou hast been to us. We were cast upon 
Thee from our birth, and thou hast never for- 
gotten or forsaken the work of thine hands. 
Thou hast sustained us in helpless infancy, and 
gaided us through our thoughtless youth ; hast 
kept as in health, or restored us from siekoess ; 
hast blessed us with prosperity, or sustained ue 
under its loss; thou hast not withdrawn the 
mercy we hare abused, while the judgments we 
have merited, have been thy strange work. All 
thy works and ways have revealed* Thee to* us, 
7 ' 
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not only as a God of perfect rectitude and 
purity, but of unchanging faithfulness and ever- 
lasting love. We come now around this altar 
to own the goodness in which thou hast been 
passing before us, in years gone by, as well as id 
the day that is closing. 

O God, let our gratitude be seen in more than 
an outward profession. Thy goodness alone 
should have been effectual in leading us to re- 
pentance. But Thou knowest that we have 
defied thy threatenings, as well as slighted thy 
love ; that we have not only been ungrateful, but 
rebellious ; and if we attempt to justify our- 
selves, our own mouths would condemn us. 
for hearts of flesh ! Thou, whose bounty is not 
exhausted by giving, and who canst not be 
wearied by our ingratitude, subdue and win us 
by future mercies, or visit us by the scourge of 
thy chastisements. Give us, by any means, a 
sensibility that is not as the morning cloud ; by 
which we may see as well our vileness as thy 
love, and cast ourselves at thy feet as our only 
hope. O let an affecting sense of thy goodness, 
and an awful dread of thy displeasure, conspire 
henceforth to make us both afraid and ashamed 
to offend Thee. Thou, who hast redeemed us 
by thy Son, and dost sanctify us by thy spirit, 
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grant that our fruit may be unto holioeaSy and 
our end be life. 

We raise this evening a new memoria], and 
inscribe it to God, our Helper. It is because 
thy compassion fails not, that another day is 
added to our lives, and to thj mercies. We 
have been kept in our going out, and in our com- 
ing in. Encompass us this night under the 
shadow of thy wing, and follow us with thy 
favour through all our days. May our death be 
peaceful, and our resurrection glorious; and 
an abundant entrance be ministered to us at last 
into the kingdom of our Lord. Accept- and 
own us in his name ; and to the King eternal, 
invisible, the only wise, be glory forever. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, our God I in the morning shalt thou 
hear our voice ; — and may we find it good for 
us to be here around thy mercy-seat. Unto 
whom should we come but unto Thee 1 for thou 
hast in thyself an exhaustless fulness, and art 
more ready to give even the good things of this 
life, than we to ask them. Much more, are thy 
blessed influences promised to help our infirmi- 
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tfies. O grant that we may ask, and aek impor- 
tanately, for these as for the life of our sools ; 
and be taught bj them again how to pray. 
May thy Spirit help tho unbelief of our hearts, 
dissipate our blindness, and give uff the reliali 
we cannot otherwise acquire, for invisible joys. 
May it convert our nominal profession as chris- 
tians, into a Hring principle. May we thus add 
to our faith, all those inward graces which shall 
ilkistrate and adorn it. Give to us an unfeigned 
humility, an all-embracing charity, an unyield- 
ing uprightness in the business of life. Qiwe to 
us upright intentions in all that we do, and true 
wisdom to discern what is fittest to be done. 
Inflame us with that true religious zeal which is 
according to knowledge, and directed by pru- 
dence. Teach us how we may instruct in 
meekness, the perverse and erring. Assist us 
to keep consciences enlightened and tender ; 
so that when flesh and heart shall fail, we may 
have their consoling testimony ; and He who is 
greater than our hearts, shall confirm their sen- 
tence. 

We would not confine our regard to this little 
circle. Reminded that we are bound to our 
friends, our country, and the church, will God lifl 
upon them severally the light of his countenance. 
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Guide us by thy counsel through the day oa 
which we have entered ; let thy favour exceed 
our desires or deserts ; and when all our days 
shall be numbered, accept and bless us, for thine 
infinite mercy's sake in the Redeemer of men. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU Most High ! Creator of all things 
visible and invisible, our moral Governor, our 
Witness and Judge on high I When we think 
of Thee in these relations, how shall we a{>* 
preach Thee, but with unspeakable reverence 
uid awe ! But, glorious and holy as Thou art, 
we know Thou art nigh unto those that call 
upon Thee, even to us, of a sinful and apostate 
race. Give to us but the spirit of supplication ; 
for to such thou hast never said, — Seek ye my 
face in vain. We bless Thee for the new and 
livjjig way opened to us in thy wcnrd ; that we 
come to thine altar, not only as a Creator and 
Lawgiver, but as revealed to us under the more 
endearing character of our Father and Friend, 
O that our prayer might be the ascent of our 
min^s to Thee ; remembering that while man 
looketh at the outward appearance. Thou, our 
7» 
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God, lookest at the heart. May this season of 
communion bring to our minds all that we owe 
to Thee as men, as moral beings, and aa chris* 
tians. Thou hast given the understandingtsi 
which ally us to thyself; and which are constani^ 
ly enlarging by the pursuit of knowledge and of 
truth. Thou hast made ua^capable of discern- 
ing and obeying a law. But how shall we suffi- 
ciently admire the grace which adopts us into 
thy family, and calls us to be sons and daugh- 
ters of the Lord Almighty 1 

O God, let then our relation to Thee, and onr 
hope of a better, even an heavenly country, con- 
trol all our purposes, affections, and conduct.. 
Knowing that we cannot live here always, and 
nay not live here long, quicken us to walk as 
strangers and pilgrims ; to aspire earnestly, yet 
with trembling and fear, after that kingdom which 
cannot decay ; and where we shall beliold thy 
face in righteousness, when this earth and theee 
heavens are no more. Give us a title theceto 
which shall fill us with peace and hope in the 
hour of our departure. 

But while thou art pleased to continue ns 
here, enable us to fulfil all the just claims of our 
friends, and of society. Give to us so much of 
temporal good, as may consist with our attain- 
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ment and relish of higher good. Or art tboK 
calling us to trials 1 sostain as ander them, aaid 
improve as hy them. Maj the examples we 
leave behind us^ be such that oar memory shall 
be precious ammig men : and others be led to 
be fiiUowers of us, as^ we were of those who, 
through faith and patience, inherit the promises* 
Hear as in these our requests, and whatever 
else in our blindness we cannot, or in our tin* 
worthiness we dare not ask, vouchsafe to give 
us, through thy mercy, declared and confirmed 
bf thy Son. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O VBOTS Father of mercies i the Confidence 
of the ends of the earth, we lift up our heatfts 
ui^o Thee, the hearer of prayer, from whom 
alooe our help cometh. We bow before the 
thcone of the only Good, and the all*Perfect ; 
indebted to Thee for all we enjoy, dependent 
for all that we need, and owing Thee all that 
we can render ; — in whom is united all that can 
claim our homage, reverence, affection, trust, 
and service. Thou wilrnot be satisfied with our 
bodily presence, or the offering of our lips. 
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May we engpage therefore, now and always, in 
the confession of our sins with that heartfelt 
sorrow, which shall issue in repentance unto 
life: may we acknowledge and recount thy 
mercies with gratitude unfeigned ; may we 
seek that good which thou only canst bestow, 
with a becoming importunity. 

Gracious God, it is thy visitation which pre* 
serves our spirits, and to Thee we owe the 
returning light of this morning, and and all its 
pleasing prospects. Thou hast not suffered 
disease or pain to invade our beds, or alarm to 
enter our dwellings. Make us the charge of 
thy kind providence this day ; guide us by thy 
wisdom and grace. Prepare us, above all, for 
the richer blessings in store for those that love 
Thee. Thou hast kept our eyes from tears, and 
ottr feet from falling ; — wilt thou not also deliv- 
er our souls from death ? Make those who pre- 
side over this household, worthy of respect, 
affection, and confidence. May we win to our- 
selves and win to Thee, the souls committed to 
OS. When we lie down and when we arise, io 
the house and on the way, may we instil thy 
fear and thy precepts. May we have a testi- 
mony in the hearts of each other, as of those 
who know us best, that in simplicity and 
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godlj Bineerity we have had our conTeraation 
here. And unto Him, who alone is able to keep 
Qs by his mighty power, and to present us fault- 
less at last before the throne of his glory, be 
honour and praise, through Jesus Christ, for 
ever. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

Thou High and Holy One, before whom 
angels bow, help us to seek thy face with godly 
reverence and awe. Thou reqairest truth in 
the inward parts ; — help us to worship Thee in 
spirit and in truth. But having been called to 
the adoption of children, save us from a servile 
fear ; and create a true filial affection, by thy love 
shed abroad in our hearts. Give us to find our 
purest happiness in the contemplation of thy 
nature, as we may find exercise enough for out; 
highest faculties. Give us to seek after and 
attain an intimate union with our God, as the 
strength of our hearts and our unfailing portion. 
O that we could in sincerity adopt for ourselves 
that transporting language, — Whom have we in 
heaven but Thee, and what on earth can we 
desire in comparison of Thee ? 



82 THIRD WEBK. 

May we to this end, cherish much commu- 
nion with God, and much with our own hearts. 
Thou alone canst draw us to Thee, and from 
thine inspiration, all good counsels and all holy 
desires do proceed. Will God, who givest liber- 
ally and upbraidest not, enlighten and sanctify 
every faculty and affection within us. What we 
know not, and it is best that we should know, 
teach thou us. What in us is wiong, enable us 
to .remedy. Whatever, is right, assist us to car- 
ry on to perfection. Deliver us from that earth- 
ly mind, which is at enmity to Thee ; and give 
us a ground for hope, that we have passed from 
death unto life. Set before us the example and 
mould us in the image of Him who is our 
forerunner on high. May we show that we have 
sat at his feet, and been taught in his school. 

Will it please Thee to hasten the universal 
8 way of the spirit he breathed, and the truths he 
taught. Look with pity on those lauds which 
are the seats of superstition, and the habitations 
of cruelty ; and build there the temples of the 
living God. Awaken to a sense of their deeper 
responsibility, those who are living in lands cal- 
led christian. How many are there, there is 
reason to fear, on whom thy light shines only to 
their condemnation; who are yet strangers to 
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the covenant of promise, and to whom sabbaths 
and sanctuary privileges are given in vain ! 
How many are cherishing deceitful hopes, which 
will beguile them along the road to death, and 
vanish only when thou shalt summon the soul 
away. O God, who desireth not the death of a 
sinner, but hadst rather he would repent and 
live, rescue, as brands from the burning, those 
who are now ready to perish. O hasten that 
time, when thy worship shall be one throughout 
all lands, and when all who name the name of 
Christ, shall be christians indeed. As his disci- 
ples we present our prayer, ascribing to the God 
and Father of all, endless praises. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

O Lord our God, supremely happy in thy- 
self, and the source of happiness to all L The 
eyes of all wait upon Thee ; and blessed is he 
whom thou acceptest. Unto thy throne we 
again repair for light and pardon and strength ; 
to record thy faithfulness in days past, and to 
entreat thy continued favour. Will God sustain 
our souls in life, and suffer not our feet to slide. 
Having Th^e for our guard and guide, suffer us 
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nol rainly to rely on an arm of flesh. Thoo 
only canst sbteld us, not from temporary etihi 
alone, bttt from those which affect our dearest 
interests^ exposed to enemies from within and 
from wilhoiiit* Make us so cireiiRMpect and 
watchful, that ottf lips shall not betray us, nor 
our heurts reproach us. O 6oi>, while here in 
the world, inspire within us the lofty aim to be, 
In our measure, the lights of the world; orna- 
ments of our rational nature, our stations in 
society, and our christian profession. In tbe 
midst of abounding error, make us steadfast for 
the truth ; and while we manifest that we are 
not ashamed of the gospel, may we take heed 
that the gospel be not ashamed of us. Forbid 
that the way of truth, should through us be evil- 
spoken of. O shed abroad thy love in our hearts ; 
and then shall our lires shine forth with all the 
beauty of holiness. 

Efelp us ta look down uponTall by whicii the 
world woold entice or discourage os. Remem« 
bering that we walk in a vain show, and that 
to us a few years of trial are allotted, when we 
shaB go the way whence we shall not return, 
foffbid that we should disquiet ourselves m vain. 
Keep it, O Gk>D, constantly in our view, Uwt the 
world passeth away, and the fashion theveof ; 
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but that he that doelh thy will, abideth for ever. 
O grant that, in this our accepted time, we raay 
be devoted and faithful in thy service ; may lire 
as we shall wish we had done, when we come lo 
die ; and render np at last oor accouDt with joy, 
and net with grief. Forgive, accept, and blese 
us, Ihfoogh Jesas Christ thy Sco. 



THURSDAY EVENING, 

O TBou, the Father of lights, and who dwell- 
est in wuLpproachable light 1 Though no finite 
mind can trace oat its Creator to perfection. 
Thou hast given us to know Thee in part, and 
to know Thee aright. We bless thy condescend 
sion, that we have a throne of grace to approach ; 
and rejoice that we may come to it, as thy off* 
spring and thy cate. We contemplate with 
admiring gratitude, the rank assigned ns in the 
seale of being. Thou hast given us inlelligeBi 
and moral natures: hast pnt thy law in our 
hands, and written it on our hearts^ Thou 
hast opened to the eye of &ith, the prospect of 
a happiness large as our desires, and lasting as 
eternity. 

8 
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O God, enable us to lay hold on those great 
and precious promises. Above all, preserve as 
from false judgments of the grounds of oor 
christian hope ; and from perishing ' under the 
means employed to save us. Convince us what 
a delusion it is to have only a name to live ; and 
that it can avail us nothing to attend on the insti- 
tutions, and to profess the truths of religion, 
while we are strangers to its renovating power. 
Thou, who in the beginning, didst cause the 
light to shine forth from darkness, illumine our 
hearts to discern thy glory, as it shines from the 
face of Jesus Christ. May we be found in him ; 
having our fellowship with the Father, and with 
his Son. And if thou shalt begin in us this good 
work, carry it on, we pray Thee, until the day 
of thy appearing. 

O God, seeing that our hearts are above all 
things deceitful, wilt thou search and try them ; 
unfold to us their secret springs and motives, and 
may our true characters be naked and open nnto 
us, as they are unto Thee. Thou, who alone 
knowest the dangers and temptations which 
most nearly beset us, save us from ourselves. 
Save us from hardness 'of heart, and contempt 
of thy righteous authority. Save us from crim- 
inal impatience under the evils we feel, and a 
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useless anxiety as to those we fear. O that we 
may not despise the warnings of thy providence, 
and the coansels of thy word ; nor resist and 
grieve thy Spirit, till he depart. 

Whatever blessings we ask for ourselves, but 
especially all spiritual good, O God, we ask also 
for all the family of man. Hasten the time 
when all, who love our common Lord in sin- 
cerity, shall love one another out of a pure 
heart fervently. We bear on our hearts to thy 
throne, those most tenderly connected with us ; 
praying that we may minister to each other's 
welfare, and watch for each other's souls with 
affectionate concern; and by our union here, 
be prepared for an happier union in that world 
where there is no separation. O that we may 
be permitted through riches of mercy, to join 
that great congregation which no man can 
number, in singing the song of the redeem- 
ed, and in ascribing to Him who sitteth on.the 
throne, glory and majesty, thanksgiving and 
praise, through the ages of eternity. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

O God ! the almighty Gaardian and Friend I 
forming and upholding all things by the word of 
thy power ! We would join our tribute of grat- 
itude and praise with the voices of all animate 
and inanimate nature. But we rejoice in thy 
nearer relation to us, as a Benefactor and Fa- 
ther ; and, unworthy as we are of the name of 
thy children, we are assured Thou wilt not turn 
from us thy face. Fill us with that penitential 
sorrow which becomes those, who have so often 
forgotten, so often wantonly disobeyed Thee. 
When we think how poor, reluctant, and luke- 
warm have been our best services ; and com- 
pare thy unfading goodness with our gratitude 
which is as the morning cloud, we are ashamed 
and confounded ; and what can we say unto 
Thee, thou Witness and Judge of men ! Wert 
thou strict to mark iniquity, O Lord, who could 
stand ? But we rejoice that thy mercy is as far 
above our conceptions or deserts, as the heavens 
are above the earth. O pity our infirmities, 
pardon our sins ; and, many and aggravated as 
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th^y are, yet cast us not utterly away, but from 
all our wanderings reclaim us effectually to 
thyself. 

God of onr lives and Lengthener out of our 
comforts ! Thou it is who sustaidest us in the de* 
fenceless hours of sleep ; and when we awake, 
we are still with Thee. Truly our hope is in 
God, and in the shadow of his wings will we put 
our trust Throughout our pilgrimage, be Thou 
our guide and comforter ; let thy rod and thy 
staff be our support in the valley of the shadow 
of death ; and lift up the light of thy counter 
nance upon us in the regions of eternal day. O 
God I hear us in thy great mercy ; and from our 
united hearts, accept this tribute of praise, 
through Jesus Christ, thy Son. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

Thou, whose name alone is Jehovah 1 Form- 
er and Governor of all things, Parent of angels 
and of men ! When we contemplate thy adora- 
ble nature and perfections, we cannot but - ex- 
claim, — What is man^ that thou art mindful of 
8* 
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him 1 Thov didst create him pare and oprightt 
and when he had fallen from his high estate) 
didst provide a remedial system for human apos^ 
tacy and guilt. Thou hast sent Jesus of Naza* 
f eih to seek and to sare the lost : hast giren to 
htm thy spirit without measure ; by which he 
spake with a wisdom that none could gainsay^ 
and did works that none could do, except God 
were with him. Having been thus clearly set 
forth as thy chosen Son and an all-sufficient Sa- 
viour, O let it not be our condemnation that he 
has come into the world. Quicken us so to 
feel our momentous interest at stake, that we 
shall flee for refuge to Him, as to an ark of safe- 
ty. Subdue the opposition of our hearts to his 
humbling truths and holy requirements. Spare 
us the bitter and unavailing sorrow hereafleri 
that in this our day, we have turned a deaf ear 
to thy counsels, and would none of thy rebuke. 
Suffer us not to be insensible to the worth of 
those souls that were formed to be partakers of 
thine own eternity, and to suffer or enjoy forever. 
We pray God to extend the sway of pure and 
undefiled religion ; to restore his church to that 
simplicity in Christ, from which it has wander" 
ed so for ; and to cause its members to adorn 
the doctrme they are zealous to maintain. Wilt 



it pletie Thee to lo^ with pity on those nationa 
visited with the d^oitting scourge of the sworil 
tor the pestilence. Interpose for the myriads 
Who are lost in the darkness of ignorance and 
superstition. Hear our prayer for all orders, con. 
ditions, and ages. Let not the prosperity of the 
rich prove to them a snare. May the afflicted, in 
the tnaltilitde of their Uiongfats within then, find 
relief in thy promises^ Let those^ entering into 
lile, give their example and tiieir aid to the best 
Interests of society ; that in place of the fathers^ 
the sons may arise^ to be guides and goardians 
of the public welfare. 

Aad now, Lord, our waiting eyes are nnSe 
Thee. We will lay oarseifes down to rest, safe 
in His prelection, who esu gire us sweet slam« 
bers, or cheer oar solitude through the night* 
watches* May our last thoughts be with Thee» 
If we shall again awake on earth, may it be to 
eerre Thee with greater constancy and zeal; 
or pc«pare any one of tss, to whom it isothorwise 
appoAnted, to rise from our imperfect worship^ to 
swell the chorus of the upper temple. Under bH 
circooftstanoes, in health or sickness, joy or sor» 
row^ life or death, may we approve ourselves as 
Uiine ; holding that well-grounded hope, whtdi 
is an anchor to the sob1» in the time c^ trid, at 
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tha hour of death, and in the final day* O, tnay 
we then, as now, be heard and accepted for thy 
mercy's sake. 



SATURDAY MORNlNGi. 

* O THOU who hearest prayer ! but who wilt be 

sanctified in thy worshippers \ may we be as rea^ 

dy to seek Thee in the way of duty, as Thou art 

to draw nigh to us in the way of favour. Fill 

this house with thy presence, and all hearts in this 

family with thy fear. Keep us from distraction 

in thought, and from languor of spirit when 

we come before the Searcher of hearts and th^ 

final Judge. Let that sense of thy perfect puri-^ 

ty, which should never forsake' us, be especially 

present in these seasons of our communion. We 

are for removed from Thee by our original na^* 

ture^ and still further removed by the defilement 

of sin : yet hast Thou ever shown a paternal 

concern for the work of thine hands. Thou 

hast in the living oracles, made plain the 

path of our duty ; and acquainted us with 

all thy past dealings^ and all thy merciful 

designs in relation to the^ children of men. 

Help us to receive into our hearts the en* 
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grafted word, which is able to sanctify and save 
them. 

Thou, who art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, remove from us whatever is offensive in 
thy sight. Thou k no west, without our confes- 
sion, all our negligences and offences ; the evil 
we have purposed and the evil we have done. 
Thou art witness to those emotions of every 
kind we should be unwilling to avow before 
men. Our only hope is in thy mercy, and our 
only dependence upon thy grace. Draw us and 
we will run after. We cannot give up our 
hearts to Thee, except Thou visit them by thy 
quickening spirit, and make us willing subjects 
in the day of its power. 

Will it please God to fulfil these our requests, 
so far as may be expedient for us, and to pardon, 
accept, and bless us ; not for worthiness of ours, 
but through thine abounding mercy in Jesus 
Christ, for whom we ever bless Thee ; ascribing 
to his and our Father, unceasing praises. 



M THIRD WEEK. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O THOU holy aod heart-searching God ! 
Father of all the families of men 1 Being taught, 
that thou dost manifest thyself to thy covenant- 
people as Thou dost not unto the world, may it 
be our delight to come near thy mercy-seat 
When we think of Thee as our Creator and Pre- 
server only, how can we withhold our sacrifice 
of praise 1 Thy mercies have been borne to us 
on the wings of every hour, and under thy ban- 
ner we have rested in safety. But how small a 
part are these of thy favours I For those that 
love Thee^ thou art providing a better portion 
than the world can give. Glory to God for those 
discoveries of mercy which bring liberty to the 
captive, hope to the forlorn, and pardon to the 
guilty and lost ; for the knowledge that the 
night of death shall not be forever, but that a 
bright morning shall succeed, when thy saints 
shall awake in thine image and be satisfied with 
thy presence. We adore the grace which is 
even here enabling many to rejoice, that neither 
life nor death, nor things present nor things to 
come, can separate them from Thee. 
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O that it were thus with us, and that we could 
read our title clear to the inheritance of saints. 
O God, enable us to lay hold on those precious 
blessings, procured by the cross and triumphs of 
thy Son ; and put a new, even the everlasting 
song, in our mouths. Suffer us not to palliate 
or excuse that unworthiness, which makes us 
more dependent on thy mercy. Keep us frofl» 
all refuges of lies ; from an ensnaring world, 
and our own more deceitful hearts ; and sanctify 
and save us, by whatever means. 

Gracious God ! seeing that the end of all 
things is at hand, may we feel that it is high 
time to awake out of ^sleep and to see whither 
we are going. While another week has been 
passing away, what have we done to make our 
peace with Thee, and to secure an hope laid up 
in heaven ? O that we might seasonably acquaint 
ourselves with God, and be stayed upon him ; 
walk humbly with Thee while we continue here ; 
and being filled with that peace which passeth 
understanding, might wait with patience our ap- 
pointed time until the last change come. May 
we then sleep in Jesus, with the same serenity 
with which we now lie down to repose ; with 
a mind free fi'om the stings of self-reproach, 
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looking back with satisfaction, and forward with 
humble trust. And when he, who is the believ' 
er's Life and Hope, shall appear in his own and 
his Father's glory, may we then enter into his 
joy. Hear in heaven, Ibrgive, and accept us ; 
and nnto Htm who is alone able to keep us from 
fiilling, and to present us faultless in his pres- 
eaee with joy uni^>eakable, be praise and thank»* 
giving forever. 



( »7 ) 



Occasional iForms 

or 
THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER. 



[Tbeia shorter forms may be introduced in the daily prayers, 
as the occasions arise, or be substituted for portions of those 
prayers, as may seem expedient.] 



ON THE BIRTH OF A CHILD. 

Graciovs God ! thou hast given to this fam- 
ily a new object of affection and concern. Hav* 
ing received this child from Thee, we in grati- 
tude would dedicate it to Thee. Will it please 
God to watch over its life and health ; to unfold 
its facuKies ; to make it a blessing to us, and an 
instrument of good to society, wherever its \6t 
may be cast. Help us, at the head of this house- 
hold, to feel our obligations as christian parents. 
Above all, wilt thou early sanctify it in every 
faculty and affection, so that it may become a 
child of God. And whether thou shalt take it 
earlier or later from this scene of discipline, 
may it be found to have fulfilled the ends of its 
being here, and become henceforth a pillar in 
the temple of God, no more to depart. 
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FOR RAIN. 

O Thou, whose providence doth cause the 
former and the latter rain to descend upon the 
earth, that it may bring forth fruit for the ser- 
vice of man ; accept our hearty thanks, that in 
our extreme need, Thou hast visited the parched 
and thirsty ground, enriching the furrows thereof 
with the dews of heaven. We pray that the 
changes of nature and the fruitful seasons 
which fill us with gladness and joy, may ever 
leave a sufficient witness of thyself in the hearts 
of the children of men. Will it please God to 
continue to us still the genial influences of the 
sun and rain, and to make the faithfulness of 
that promise to be seen, — that seed-time and 
harvest, summer and winter should never fail. 



FOR RECOYERT FROM SICKNESS. 

O Thou, that woundest and alone canst heal ! 
Thou hast caused again the voice of gladness to 
be heard in our habitation ; and to Thee be all 
the praise. Thou gavest that effectual blessiiig 
on the art and skill of man, without which they 
are in vain. Let thy servant, bj this visitation, j 
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be taught his entire dependence on thy strength ; 
and by his recovery foe qaickened in the devoted- 
nesa of his remaining life. Suffer not the feel- 
ings and resolutions, he may have cherished so 
lately, to pass away ; and by the sadness of his 
countenance may his heart and life be amended. 
Help him especially, to consider this mercy as 
a reprieve only from that sentence which appoints 
it unto man, once to die ; to rejoice as though 
he rejoiced not, and to use the world as not 
abusing it,since he knows not how soon he shall 
go the way, whence he shall not return. 



FOR THE RETURN OF PEACE. 

Thou Governor among the nations, who art 
higher than the highest 1 With thankfulness 
and joy we hear that voice which stills the noise 
of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the 
tumujt of the people. We bless the mercy of 
of Him who maketh peace in our borders, 
[or, — who maketh wars to cease ;♦] and is to be 
adored as the Restorer of breaches, the Re- 
pairer of paths to dwell in. 

* The regular form applies to the restoration of national peace j 
that, incloseii in brackets, lias a general application. 
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Will it please God in his own time, to purify 
his creation from all misery and sin. Wilt Thou, 
in the mean-while, bless those associations which 
seek to be fellow-workers with God towards 
this benevolent end ; and upon all efforts which 
aim to meliorate the condition of man. Wift 
Thou preside in the councils of nations ; coun- 
teract or subdue the spirits that delight in vio- 
lence ; mould the hearts of rulers to the temper 
of the Prince of peace ; and diffuse with the 
knowledge, the spirit of his religion, until the 
instruments of warfare shall be made instra- 
ments of promoting the arts of life. 



FOR A YOUTH GOING FROM HOME* 

To Thee, as to a faithful Creator, we com- 
mend the dear child, about to leave us for an 
exposed and untried station. Keep from temp- 
tation his innocence, purity, and all ingenuous 
qualities; and may uprightness deliver him. 
Let the remembrance that the eye of God is 
ever upon him, make him dutiful, obliging, 
and faithful in the place he is called to fill. 
Dispose him to repair to Thee, as his best coun- 
sellor and guide ; to respect the example of the 
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wise and good ; and inspire him with thatdesiro 
for future usefulness which shall make him dili- 
gent to redeem present time. Grant that though 
absent from each other in body, we may be 
present in spirit; and our natural affection be 
strengthened and sanctified by remembrance 
before the throne of thy grace. 



FOR A P1£RS0N about TO BE MARRIED. 

Father of mercies! let thy blessing rest 
upon one of our number, just entering upon a 
new and solemn relation ; and by thy strength, 
and as in thy sight, help him to fulfil the cove- 
nant engagements he is ready to make. Unite 
the hearts of both thy servants in the closest 
bonds of love and purity ; so that they shall 
consult each other's wishes, bear with each 
other's infirmities, and cherish that mutual con- 
fidence which shall secure and confirm their 
affection. Teach them, even now, to see the 
imperfection of all earthly good ; and through 
all the chances and changes of life, direct 
their thoughts forward to a better portion^ with- 
OQt alloy or end, in the kingdom of God. 



9* 
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FOR ▲ PERSON AT SEA* 

OGoD ! whose providence appoints the bounds 
of our habitation, and not only parts us at death, 
but calls us to part of^en in life ;^'receive into 
thy almighty protection, one near and dear to 
us, exposed on the distant waters. Thou art 
the Confidence of the ends of the earth, and of 
all who are afar off on the sea. While borne on 
the surface of a changing element, and beneath 
inconstant skies, may he ever feel himself safe 
in His care, who hath meted out heaven with a 
span, and measured the waters in the hollow of 
His hand. Vouchsafe to bless with success, his 
enterprise ; to restore him to his desired haven 
in safety ; and from thy wonders, seen on the 
bosom of the deep, give him a lasting impres- 
sion of thy greatness and power. 



IN A THUNDER STORM. 

O Thou, who lookest on the earth and it 
melteth ! who toucheth the mountains and they 
smoke 1 we stand in awe of Thee, and feel that 
with God is terrible majesty. Be thou a defence 
to our persons and our dwellings ; for vain, we 
are conscious, is now the help of man. Wc 
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acknowledge ourselves to be less than nothing, 
and vanity. O may we make this Infinite power 
our Father and Friend ; that s6 we /nay have 
boldness in that day, when the heavens being 
on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat. 



FOR A PXRSON BANGEROUSLT SICK. 

O Thou, lyith whom are the issues of life and 
death ! we commend to Thee thy sick and suf- 
fering servant, and ask thy blessing on the 
means using for his recovery. Let not his sick- 
ness be unto death, but spare him a little while, 
that he may recover strength, before he goes 
hence. Let not his faith, submission, or pa- 
tience, be overcome, but perfected by his present 
trial. Prepare him to glorify Thee in his recov- 
ered health ; or if otherwise ordered, relieve his 
pains, dispel his fears, afford him the peac^, and 
if it may be, the triumphs of the dying hour ; 
and help all concerned to say. Thy name be 
blessed, and thy will be done. 
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ON THE DEATH OF A CHILD. 

O THOU. Sovereign Disposer ! we flee in this 
hour of sorrow unto Thee, who destroyest the 
hope of man, hut who alone canst sustain him 
under its loss. Sanctify the affliction which 
now fends our hearts. Help us, under this chas- 
tening, to suppress every murmuring thought 
and be still ; to be thankful for the blessing 
thou hast spared so long, and to prize the many 
we still enjoy ; to adore Thee when thou takest 
away, as when Thou givest ; and to remember 
the word that promises to those that trust Thee, 
a place in thine house, better than that of sons 
or daughters. 



ON THE DEATH OP A PERSON. 

O THOU Arbiter of life and death, we humble 
oarselves before Thee, who hast removed the 
desire of our eyes, and made this house a house 
of mourning. O God ! by thy gracious pres- 
ence, supply to this family the breach thou hast 
made, and be to them as a guide, counsellor, 
and stay. Suffer us not to sorrow as those with- 
out hope, remembering that we profess to be his 
followers, who is the Resurrection and the Life ; 
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who came to bind up the broken in heart and to 
comfort those who mourn. Unite more closely 
together the surviving members of this family, 
and may they cherish the memory of thy servant 
gone, in his example and counsels, and by the 
faith of a happy re-union. O turn away our 
eyes front beholding vanity ; for lo ! the Judge 
standeth at the door, and to us cometh a voice, 
saying,— Be ye also ready. 



FOR AFFLICTING CHANGES OF COJfDITION. 

We pray God, whose prerogative it is to bring 
low and to exa]t,to sanctify to us his late correct* 
ing hand, and to suffer us not to faint under his 
rebuke. Save us from repining, from false shame, 
and from envy of our happier fellow-men. Teach 
us to stay ourselves on Thee, who numberest 
our hairs and knowest our necessities ; revive, 
according to thine own pleasure, the countenan- 
ces thou hast changed ; and above d.1], O God, 
preserve to us, whatever else thou sbalt take 
away, our uprightness to man and our fitith in 
Thee. 
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FOR A PUBLIC FfiSTIVAL. 



. O Thou, who art our Guardian God, we 
adore Thee ! thou wast our fathers' God, and we 
will magnify thy name, when we remember the 
years of many generations. We thankftilly ac- 
knowledge the favour, which hath followed os 
from the first, and from a little one hath made as 
a great, free, and prosperous people. Truly the 
lines have fallen to us in pleasant places, and 
ours is a goodly heritage. Thou hast smiled 
upon the enterprise of the deep, and the labours 
of the field ; hast advanced the interests of 
knowledge, humanity, and the arts of life ; hast, 
as yet, saved us from the corruptions of older 
communities ; hast kept from us the sword of 
the destroyer, and the pestilence that walketh 
unseen. O continue still to be a wall of fire 
round about us, a glory in the midst of us. 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy 
glory unto their children ; and let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us, and establish 
Thou the work of our hands. And having dis- 
tinguished us above all lands, will God make us 
to be a peculiar people in all social and christian 
virtues. 
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FOR A PUBLIC FA8T. 



O Lord ! we come before Thee this day, not 
as personal transgressors only^ but at the call of 
our rulers, to humble ourselves as ,a community. 
We are conscious that our signal prosperity has 
proved to us a snare. We mourn that our lib- 
erty has been abused to licentiousness, and our 
abundance to luxury ; that so little of the power 
of godliness is seen among us ; that so many 
restrain prayer before Thee ; and that numbers 
profane thy name and thy day. Unto Thee 
beloD£eth righteousness, but unto us confusion 
of face, as at this time. Our flesh trembleth for 
fear of Thee and thy just displeasure. But, O 
Lord, in judgment remember mercy. So 
awaken us to self-condemnation, that we may 
renounce without delay, the sins that are now 
our reproach, and must be our ruin. Behold a 
country at thy footstool, and hear the voice which 
arises to-day from so many temples and . closets, 
saying, — Spare thy people, O Lord, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach. 
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FOR THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 

God of our lives ! who art unchanged and 
unchangeable ; we give Thee our thanks that 
thou hast brought us through the year that is 
closing, by thy mighty and outstretched arm. 
Thy candle hath shone upon our tabernacle, and 
thy smiles have gladdened our hearts. While 
many have fallen on our right hand and on our 
led, we remain witnesses to thy endearing 
mercy. While we have cause to be grateful, 
we have cause also to be humble in our review 
of the past. Another year iis numbered with 
the years beyond the flood ; and has gone up, 
we fear, to be registered against us in the book 
of thy remembrance. Thou, who alone know- 
est what a year or a daf shall bring forth, pre- 
pare us for all the events of that which shall suc- 
ceed ; for adversity in business, for bereave- 
ment of friends, and even for desertion by them. 
Prepare us especially for our own departure ; so 
that when time with us shall be no more, we 
may be found meet to enter on the duties of an 
unmeasured and endless being. 
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iFofrmn of iRtatt 

AT TABLE. 



God of our lives ! on whose guardian care 
they continually depend : we pray Thee to 
nourish us, by these fruits of thy bounty, for thy 
more elTectual service, and to bestow, with all 
thy gifls, grateful and obedient hearts. 

Heavenly Parent, Giver of every good gift ! 
Having spread again our table, and filled our 
cup, will it please Thee to follow thy bounty 
with thy blessing, and may the remembrance 
and the sense of all thy mercies lead us to make 
it our meat and drink to serve Thee. 



Great Benefactor, upon whom the eyes of all 
wait ! Help us now gratefully to receive what 
thy liberal hand hath given ; to partake of every 
blessing in thy fear and to thy glory ; and to be- 
come worthier objects of thy favour, for thy 
mercy's sake. 
10 
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Father of mercies ! dispose us to a temper- 
ate and grateful enjoyment of the good thou 
hast provided ^ and nourish us thereby to do thy 
will in all things ; we ask it for thy goodness^ 
sake. 



Gracious God I in Thee we live, move, and 
thy visitation preserves our spirits! Impress 
npon us more deeply our obligations and our 
dependence ; continue to provide for us from 
thy boundless store; and feed our souls with 
the bread and water of life. 



Thou, who openest thine hand to satisfy the 
desires of all ! open our hearts to receive thy 
bounty, and in all our blessings, to see thy hand ; 
so that we shall rise from this table, more fit 
for that kingdom which consisteth not in meats 
and drinks, but in righteousness, peace, and 
spiritual joy. 
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FOR A BIRTH-DAT. 

' O God, my Creator and Father I who gavest 
me life at first; of all that has endeared it, 
what 18 there that I did not receive ? Thou hast 
cootinaed or restored my health ; encircled me 
with kind and faithful friends ; and unfolded my 
faculties to contemplate Thee, and to discern 
between good and evil. Thou hast guided me 
by the light of reason ; restrained me by the 
voice of conscience, and blessed me with an 
everlasting hope. With the light of this day, 
Thou art permitting me to see the return of 
another affecting and solemn anniversary. Help 
me, in thy fear, and in view of the final account, 
to review the year that has now revolved. Sanc- 
tify my past experience, so that it shall render 
me wiser and better throughout this probationary 
life, and qualify me for the life to come^ through 
mercy in Jesus Christ. 



1 13 SECRET DEVOTIONS. 

O Thou^ my guardian God ! Having obtain- 
ed help from Thee, I continue to this day, which 
makes an era in my life. Help me here to raise 
a new memorial, and inscribe it to my almighty 
and unwearied Friend. Fill me also with peni- 
tential sorrow and shame, when I consider the 
flight of years, and am conscious to such a 
degree, of the waste of life. O God, have 
mercy upon my un worthiness and my unfruit- 
fulness ; help me to loathe and condemn myself, 
quicken my conscience, fortify my resolutions ; 
and prepare me in time, for that endless retribu- 
tion, where all must reap as they have sown ; 
which I humbly implore for thy goodness' sake in 
Jesus Christ. 



FOR RETURN PROM A JOURNEY. 

O Thou, whose mercy is over all thy works, 
and whose providence reaches throughout thy 
creation, vouchsafe to accept my heartfelt grati- 
tude for all the goodness in which Thou hast 
been passing before me, during my absence 
from this place. Thou hast kept me, in the 
house and on the way, and now permittest me 
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to see ray habitation in peace. Thanks to 
preserving mercy, that I meet again under cir- 
cumstances so pleasing, those to whom in thy 
providence I am especially bound. O G6d, 
impress upon me that I am at all times equally, 
a stranger and pilgrim here ; and may this per- 
suasion lead me to place my heart and my trea- 
sure in heaven. Guide me whither Thou 
pleasest; order my lot, as Thou shalt judge 
proper. I would do all thy will with fidelity and 
pleasure, and bear all, thy will with submission 
and patience. Defend me from every real evil, 
and confer upon me all needful good ; prepare me, 
by thy discipline however grievous, and thy deal- 
ings however strange and dark, to arrive in 
safety at ray Father's house ; and there, looking 
back on the way by which ithou hast Jed me, I 
shall be filled with unceasing wonder, gratitude 
and joy. Hear and accept me, for thy mercy's 
sake. 



FOR £NT BRING UPON A NEW COURSE OF LIFE. 

O THoiu, who hast marked out the sphere, aod 
appointed the measure of my duties. Give me 
confidence in thy wisdom, and make me anxious 
10* 
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only to fulfil the work given me to do. Help 
me, with every outward change of life, to form 
anew sincere and solemn purposes of improve- 
meht. Placed as I am, in a world where so much 
is to be done, and so little to be known, with- 
draw my mind from all pursuits that cannot 
profit. Will God be pleased to fulfil my desires, 
to suggest my undertakings, and to bless me now 
and hereafter with that success which coraeth 
only from Thee. 



poll YOUNG PERSONS. 

Gracious and Blessed God 1 who hast created 
me to share in thy goodness here> and to become 
trained for thy service through an everlasting 
life, — be Thou the guard and guide of my inex- 
perienced steps. Encompassed by dangers, to 
whom should I look for succour, but unto Thee ; 
who hast said. Thou wilt be found of those that 
seek Thee early. Instil into my mind, that fear 
of God, which is the beginning of wisdom. 
01oth# me with the ornament of a gentle and 
modest spirit. Save me from all corrupt com- 
munications, and all impure desires, as fatal to 
the soul. Help me to choose my companions 



8ECR1T DEYOTiONS. 115 

discreetly ; to reverence the counsels of experi- 
ence and age ; and above all, to take heed to 
my way according to thy word. May I grow in 
favour with Thee, and with my fellow-men, as I 
grow in years ; and early begin to contem- 
plate death, so that I may not fear to die. O 
that I may then be found so to have fulfilled the 
ends of my present life, as to become partaker 
of a life unfading, through thine adorable 
mercy. 



Father of lights and of wisdom ! who givest 
inspiration to man, and instructest him from thy 
' Law ;-^thou, after thine own pleasure, dost con- 
found the wise, or enlighten the simple. Help 
VQe to make the faculties which are thy gil^, 
subservient to purposes of usefulness. Espe- 
cially guide my inquiries after the way of life, 
and terms of acceptance. Give me to receive 
the living oracles, as alone the source of my 
christian knowledge, and grounds of my chri^ 
tian hope ; and may I discern therein Arigl\t 
what God hath spoken. O let not the eyes of 
my understanding be darkened. While I seek 
truth wherever it is to be found, give me firm- 
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ness to follow it wheresoever it shall lead. Let 
me not be of those who are* ever learning, yet 
never attain the knowledge thereof; but may 
I hear the voice that saith, — This is the way, 
walk therein. 



\ 



FOR AN AGED PERSON. 

O Thou, who hast been the refuge of thy 
people in all generations ! Upon Thee was I 
cast from my birth ; Thou hast, through many 
years, upheld my frail life, and crowned its suc- 
cessive stages with thy love. Where should I 
begin or where end, in attempting to number 
thy favours \ What do I not owe Thee especially 
for the light and hope, the joy and peace which 
spring from the gospel of Christ! O God, 
leave me not, nor forsake me, now that the evil 
days have come, and my strength faileth. Make 
me a witness of thy faithfulness to the genera- 
tion that shall come after. Inspire me with 
gratitude for ^1 my past enjoyments ; keep me 
mindfiri of those, which, amid infirmity and 
years, are still spared to me; and give me 
patience and submission under the inevitable 
evils of age. Let my last days be my best 
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days. Help me to stay myself on the promises 
of thy word, when earthly props are failing me ; 
cheer me with a hope, full of immortality, as my 
change draws near ; and be my portion in time and 
in eternity, through mercy in thy dear Son. 



FOR THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 

Lord of life and death, of all ages and all 
worlds ! give me to know the value of my fleet- 
ing years, that while I have time, I may improve 
it as I ought. Let me not forsake Thee in life, 
or fall from Thee in death ; and O keep me, I 
entreat Thee, from that second death which 
must come upon the heedless and impenitent. 
Thou, who openest and no man shutteth, open 
to me the doors of thine own peculiar abode, 
that I may enter there where weakness, danger, 
and death shall have no place ; and serve Thee 
without languor, interruption or end ; for thine 
adorable mercy's sake. • 



lid SECRET DEVOTIONS. 



MORNING PRAYERS. 



God of my life ! another night hacr passed 
away, and thou callest me from death-like insen- 
sibility to new existence. To Thee' my spirit 
ascends on the wings of devout gratitude, and 
consecrates all its faculties. On thy protection 
I cast myself this day ; trusting that He, who has 
not spared his own Son, will not fail to supply 
all my temporal necessities. 

Having in thy good providence, called me to 
the true knowledge of thyself, help me to ad- 
vance in character, in proportion to my privile- 
ges. Purge me from error, prejudice, and vice, 
that so my desires and passions may be under 
the constant guidance of reason, and my life 
conformed to the precepts of thy Son ; which I 
humbly ask in his name. 



God of the morning and of the evening 1 
who hast brought me safely to the beginning of 
this day, and restored*anew all my powers. May 
I find also my spirit refreshed by daily commu- 
nion with Thee ; and go forth encouraged, to 
intercourse with the world. 
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Vouchsafe, this day, to remember me for 
good. Thoa, who givest power to the faint, and 
to those, who ask it, increaseth strength, 
strengthen me to do and bear thine whole will 
and pleasure. Help me while I live, to live to 
Thee ; and when I die, to die to Thee ; and 
make me happy at the last, by the assurance of 
thy mercy, through thy beloved Son. 



Father of mercies, and God of all comfort ! 
When I retire to rest, thou coverest me with the 
shades of evening, and when I awake, thou vis- 
itest me with the day-spring from on high. Help 
me to express my sense of thy goodness, by 
correspondent fidelity in thy service. May I set 
Thee before me this day ; and however occupied 
and wherever I am, remember that thou art 
near. Encircled in thy protecting arms, may I 
fear no evil, encompassed by thine awful pres- 
ence, may 1 dread all sin ; and may this day 
close upon me in peace with Thee, with my 
own conscience, and with the world. Hear 
me, for thine abounding mercy's sake. 
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EVENING PRAYERS. 

God of the spirits of all flesh, Source of life 
and happiness ! Thou hast watched over me 
from my birth, thy mercy has followed me all my 
days, and thy word assures me of an inheritance 
beyond the grave. Make me thankful for all 
thy loving-kindness in days past : forsake me 
not, nor suffer me to forsake or forget Thee in 
time to come. By the influences of thy good 
spirit, renew my affections, quicken my con- 
science, and help me to resist temptation and to 
rule my own spirit, in the various allurements 
and crosses of life ; and when thou shalt bring 
me near to the gates of death, O may I resign 
myself into thine hands in faith, and awake to 
enjoy thy presence forever. Grant this, O Lord, 
for thy mercy's sake. 



O God, the unchangeable fountain of life, 
perfection, and happiness I I would lift up my 
heart with my voice unto Thee, the greatest, 
wisest, and best of beings. Vouchsafe to in- 
crease in me, day by day, the true knowledge of 
thuBelf ; confirm and animate my feeble virtue ; 



and establish my hope on Thee, the rock of 
ages. Grant that I may cheerfully yield to thy 
wise allotments, and may repress every feeling 
that looks like impatience, knowing how much 
more I enjoy than I deserve. Have mercy upon 
all my unworthiness ; and may my sincere en- 
deavours to please l^hee hereafter, be accepted 
and blest through thy beloved Son. 



Thou High and Lofty One, who fillest im- 
mensity, and receivest the praises of eternity ! 
by Thee the world in which T live, and the 
countless worlds that surround me, were created 
from nothing : and without thy support, they 
return to nothing again 1 I bless thy conde- 
scension, which yet has said, that Thou wilt 
dwell with the humble and contrite heart ; and 
which assures me, that however mean or unwor- 
thy, T am not overlooked in the vastness of thy 
works. May this persuasion bring me to thy 
mercy-seat; snd sensible of my ignorance in 
asking, and that thou knowest my necessities 
before I ask, I would cast myself unreservedly 
on thy wisdom and love. Will it please Thee to 
supply my daily wants ; to make thy grace 
11 



1S8 SBCftBt DST0TI0N8. 

sufficient for my weakness ; and to cover and 
efface, by thy mercy, my numerous sins. GraDt 
me that true repentance which is unto life, and 
implant in me the faith that works by love. 
Guide me by thy counsel through all my remain- 
ing days, and finally receive me. to thyself in 
glory ; not weighing my unworthiness, but 
through the mercy promised in thy Son. 
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FAMILY RELIGION. 



The duties of Family Religion, — it is not to 
be disguised — ha?e, for more than one genera- 
tion past, as regards New-England, fallen into 
shameful and sinful neglect. What praise then 
IB, by comparison, due to that little circle, who, 
m despite of the corrupt fashions of society, 
have had firmness enough to follow herein the 
promptings of nature, and the dictates of con- 
science. Who would willingly damp this fideli- 
ty, or detract from this praise ? Let not the 
remarks that will follow, be so unhappily inter- 
preted. But to me it has long seemed, that to 
impress the obligation of these duties, was not 
more necessary, than to correct in many par- . 
ticulars, their prevailing observance. These 
* Hints' will need no apology, if by showing how 
this service couldtbe made more edifying among 
those who practise it, something is done in call- 
ing to reflection, those who do not. They wilt 
cease to look upon it as a solemn ceremonial 
only. Let me proceed then to speak of some 
11* 
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of the practical mistakes which prevail on this 
subject, of unequal importance indeed , but all, 
in their measure, of injurious tendency. 

The first suggestion to pious householders, 
which naturally occurs, is that their hours of 
devotion should partake of the same order which 
they should carry, (if they do not) throughout 
their domestic economy. There ^ouid be a 
nominal hour and moment; and though this 
will vary, of course, with the season of the 
year^ whatever it may ^happen to be, it shonld 
be adhered to with all preciseness possible. 
To mention that this in the morning, should 
anticipate the breakfast-table, would have seem- 
ed, (judging from common sense alone) super- 
fluous advice. But my observation for years, 
has shown, in too many instances, the more 
common usage to be just the reverse ; that is, 
to gather the family together directly from the 
meal. My own feelings, it is readily confessed, 
utterly revolt from this usage; nor, by any 
familiarity with it, are they likely to be over- 
come. Does it not seem, — i\^ appeal cannot 
be suppressed, — does it not seem the plain dic- 
tate of nature, that the first social, should be the 
religious act 1 And is not, further, the moment 
of rising from table, taken, as if mechanically, 
as the signal for dispersing to the business of 
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tbe cUj t Detention is then, as ono cannot but 
809, alike awkward and oowelcome. Nor is tbe 
summons to prayer, (as wassaid above, somewhat 
too hastiJy ) always * directly' from tbe table. The 
writer knows more than one household, where an 
interval habitually elapses, for what reason, can- 
not be said, long enough to perplex a visiter, 
if not the inmates, with doubts, whether the 
service be not passed over altogether. To 
crown the rest, it is not fanciful to say, the asso» 
ciatioD erf* mind with the disjecta mewibra o( %, 
forsaken breakfast table, — not easily avoided 
when it is full in view,-*-i8 not exactly such as 
comports with the occasion. What plea then is 
alleged, for what seems so much to need one 1 
With no better means of answer, than conjee* 
ture, and quite at a loss even in this, — possibly 
it is^ the pressure of previous engagements. 
What these things are, which cannot as well 
be done half an hour later as earlier, at eight 
o'clock, as at seven, I undertake not to say. 
But the plea is suggested, because it is this, doubts 
less, which has f|d many families to dispense 
with a morning service, and served as a pretence 
with more, for the entire neglect of family 
worship. Such are the bad effects of the want 
of a strict economy, and an exact disposition of 
time. Were this point well sifted, one might 
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dare engage, that on late and slothful habits of 
rising, all the pretended inconvenience is to be 
charged, both as to those who discard and those 
who defer the duty. 

To judge from their practice, some families 
suppose that evening prayer must be the last act 
before retiring; and that the blessing of God 
could reach to nothing after. That it is meant 
as a conclusion of the day, is true ; but is it 
not such, if observed at any time after day has 
withdrawn,* and a family are collected at home t 
Bat far better were it, instead of making this 
the last act, to anticipate by hours, the separation 
of the elder members, rather than that any 
should come to it when the fuH exercise of their 
bodily and mental powers has given place to 
stupor and weariness. But there are masters 
and parents, who seem to concern themselves 
little about those beneath them. Conversation 
is perhaps more than usually enlivened, by the 
presence of a visiter or guest for the night ; and 
subject leads to subject, until out of the parlour, 
there are few or none to aiiiwer the call to 
prayer. Domestics and children wait till their 
patience is gone, and then steal to bed ; or 
instead, are overtaken by as deep slumber below. 



* On Sanday ereclng, with mtmj families, it is even earlier tbcn 
this ;— immediately lucceeding tea, or possibly in advance of it. 
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This 18 a serious evil, an^ surely no nnfrequent 
case. How can one get rid of the impression, 
that such masters are glad of the pretence this 
dispersion gives, for dispensing with the exer- 
cise? The readiness with which it is often 
embraced, will at least excuse the inference.. 

Family devotion, if we really mean to ensure 
its usefulness, should not be an occasional, irreg- 
ular service. Common accidents should not 
put it aside. - The absence of the head from 
home, will not, with a pious household, be an 
excuse for its omission ; especially if they are 
in the habit of u^ing, or even possess any manu- 
als of devotion. Families there are, (but not 
many in number, I trust,) who confine to Sun- 
day the duties in question. What can they 
mean by this strange distinction of days; and is 
it to fulfil or evade the obligation 1 Such casual 
exercises are little better than none. If the 
family service be meant to quicken the devo- 
tional sentiment, and the sense of duty, — how 
much of either effect, we may ask, is likely to 
follow from this weekly exercise ? And when, 
on the other hand, could it be spared so safely, 
as on that solitary day of its observance,-— devo- 
ted as it is, to the same ends in the sanctuary. 

Mistakes prevail as to the amount of this 
family service. With many, it is a single, soli- 
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Urj prayer. But to pceface it with reading of 
the scriptures, or with singing, where several of 
a fiunilj are proficients in psalmodj, adds very 
much to its interest. The charm of novelty 
will be imparted also by taking, more or less, 
instead of the common translation, those other 
versions «f the New Testament, and the most 
important books of the Old, known and highly 
esteemed, which we owe to the labours of learn- 
ed and eminent men. Upon the same princi- 
ple of attraction, the Apocrypha might, no 
doubt, be recommended ; for Ecclesiasticus aod 
Wisdom would by many be listened to with 
wonder, as a part of the Bible, and as a rich 
treasure of practical wisdom, of which they 
had never heard before.* In^this way, not only 
are some in every family, made acquainted with 
the sacred volume, who will not resort to it them- 
selves, but time is given to collect and compose 
the scattered thoughts for the more important 
part of the duty. This preparation seems to be 
necessary. In public worship, other acts are 
mingled with those of direct devotion ; and they 
who go up to the sanctuary, have their minds, 

* Let me not be thought, however, to favour the reading of those in- 
tenninable workf called Expositions ; whose character is so happily 
exemplified in Orton and Scott, and with still more fidelity, in Henry. 
TbaAthese are used in some families, the writer is not unaware ; but 
at the hazard, one cannot but think, of irritating to impatience, where 
they fail of wearying to sleep, thoie on whom they are inflicted. 
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without an effort, already turned thither. But 
it is not thus with prayer at the fireside ; and 
who can hear without pain the notice given, as 
we often may, that it is time for this duty, in the 
midst of conversation, innocent possibly, but 
light ; and from which the transition is certain- 
ly too abrupt to the most solemn of duties. 

But the reading of the Scriptures, even when 
practised, is so in a manner exactly calculated 
to defeat all their intended effect. A very com- 
mon practice, it would seem, is to distribute the 
portion among all present, giving of course, 
only a few verses to each ; and from this, not 
the youngest (who has already mastered its let- 
ters) is exempted. What under the form of 
respect for religion, can tend more effectually to 
bring it into disrepute 1 The constant succes- 
sion of voices of every variety of compass and 
tone, would be objection enough to this mode, 
were there none beside. But apart from this, 
what benefit can result from an exercise so 
lamely managed by the smaller children, and 
who perhaps need assistance and correction at 
every step ? It may not be essential to edifica- 
tion, that he who ' leads' in devotion, should 
also read ; but a plainer dictate of good sense 
there can hardly be, than that this last should 
be 'confined to one person ; and happy is it, if 
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he or she upon whom it appropriatelj deroUeB, 
is by superiour gifts best entitled to the place. 

The custom here censured, has arisen proba- 
bly from a desire, by this means, to fix the attri- 
tion, as well as to improve the reading of domes- 
tics and children. But may not these benefits 
be attained as well, at least, in some other way ? 
The reader may furnish himself, acoording to 
his best means, to explain and illustrate the diffi- 
culties : he may ask a hearer how he apprehends 
Ihis or that place, or may encourage and aocas- 
tom others to question him. As to the aecood 
pointy let the mistress by all means^ give herself, 
at stated times, to the instruction of her depend- 
ents, rather than convert into a school-exercise, 
what was meant to be an edifying service. 

There can obviously be no uniform age pre<- 
scribed for the admission of children to the 
family worship. No age, doubtless, is too earij 
after the mind has expanded so far, as to com* 
prehend the service and to receive its influences. 
But I will make bold to say, that infancy should 
first have ripened into childhood, and some 
pledge have thus been given for their decorum. 
The father, who at such times admits his little 
ones, should have very good reason to be sure 
of his own authority,— enough surely, to check 
their running about or talking aloud ; by which. 
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he who offioi«t€S| maj ehance to be painfallj 
embarraisad. But trespasses on propriety, it 
mast be owned, are not always confined to these 
anoonsciouB offenders. There may often be 
•een, it is feared^ in those of riper years, a sad 
want of that composed and solemn demean- 
our which befits the occasion. Some habitually 
eirince a ooDstant restlessness, keeping themselves 
or their chairs in motion, and in ways too minate 
to state, disturbing a solemnity, absence from 
which wonld have been less culpable. Evening 
prayer in particular, is in one way, frequently 
and grossly offended, — by the physical expression 
of drowsiness. It is no excuse to say, that this 
IS an tovQiuntary act ; which need not therefore be 
distinctly audible. A well-bred man instinctively 
supppesees it before another, with whom there is 
danger of its bringing his politeness into doubt 
A like sense of propriety, at least, would appear 
ia our worship, with any who were not strangely 
unconscious of the presence of the great Invisible. 
I have been thus far confined to Morning and 
Evening devotions. But there is another part 
of Prmily religion not to be overlooked in this 
connexion. Thoogh of all outward acts the 
shortest, Grace at table as practised by many, 
seems to be the least understood. Whether we 
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look at its frequency, its length, its topics or its 
termination, there is abundant room for stric- 
ture. There is on the first point, a two-fold 
diversity of usage among us ; and which, it is 
curious to observe, corresponds in a degree 
certainly, to the two great divisions of our 
religious community. There are those, who at 
dinner, and at this only, ask a a Messing and 
return thanks ; while by another portion, each 
meal of the day is thus begun and finished. 
On the one part, what reason there is for confi- 
ning our pious acknowledgments to the meal tt 
noon, it might be perplexing to say ; except it be 
that,which is too gross for words. On the oth^, 
does it seem worth while to incumber a second 
time with this ceremony, the same season of 
refreshment ? The objections to a double g¥ace, 
are not soon detailed. Among those who par- 
take together, beside accidental and unforeseen 
detentions, some will habitually be more prompt 
and others more tardy in taking their places : 
some will have less appetite to satisfy, and otiiers, 
less leisure from business to satisfy it in. For 
this and a much larger variety of cases, there 
is one only remedy, that of asking to be excused ; 
an awkward piece of civility, which there is 
perhaps occasion for some one to repeat every 
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day. To resort often to this mode of escape, 
is «oinethiog of an effort for modesty to make ; 
and who has not often seen a whole company 
confined to table, waiting in impatient silence, 
the nu>tions of a lagging eater ? a restraint, of 
mrhich it is hard from my own experience to say, 
whether it be more irksome to him or to them. 
Xhere is a more serious difficulty yet. The 
hour of repast collects to the same table, persons 
from a^ variety of pursuits, — study, business, 
and labour. Then it is, that the mind relaxes 
ifit% more than common hilarity, for which good 
sphrits or good cheer will very naturally account ; 
SMd which is heightened by the addition of 
company or friends. Presently, the flow of 
hfhk discourse or harmless mirth is checked by 
onejaomentary act of solemnity, over which if 
closes i^ain while the words of devotion have 
hardly died away upon the ear. What serious 
Blind that has seen this, (and it may be seen 
every week,) has not been more pained than 
pleased by such sort of respect to religion as it 
implies. Finally, — there is the less to urge for 
the practice, seeing that the language of either 
Grace has for the most part, so little peculiar to 
it, as coming before or after. How many mean 
to be exact in this particular ? Is it not then 
much better to unite, on coming to the table 
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the appropriate tboaghtsof both o^casioDs;* since 
neither the dependence nor gratitude, nor any 
other sentiment is to be confined to the present 
bounty, but to all our experience of the past* 

Grace at table, in the mouths of many, runs 
to a most absurd, ill-judged, and puritanical 
length. Often has it been my lot to hear such 
from those, whose vocation should have led them 
to a truer notion of this religious act. There 
can be none more simple. It is concerned with 
our animal life alone. To acknowledge the 
bounty of God in giving, to implore that bles- 
sing which makes it nutritive, to express thank- 
fulness for the past, and dependence and hops 
for the future,^^o not these comprehend the 
whole t What then is to be said of those, wIk> 
seem to think themselves called upon, in this 
service, to put forth their gift of prayer ! By 
what belongs only to the occasion, they feel 
themselves to be severely straitened ; and this 
limit being once overleaped, their excursiveness 
is left without a curb. Hence, Graces become 
irrelevant, as well as tiresome ; the former, of 
necessity, proceeding from the last. The sen- 
timents may be true, may be even momentous ; 
but here they are wholly out of place. Every 

* S«Terftl fankiliet tre known to the WrU*r, where Grace iff uied at 
breakfiut and dinner nlooe ; a. single exercise, thai precedes the 
meaL 
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true christian prays that his sins may be forgiven^ 
and his nature be sanctified. He cannot easily 
forget these desires, habitually at the fire-side 
and in the closet. But when he proceeds to 
obtrude them into this brief exercise, has he 
any better reason to expect from this vain repe- 
tition, an answer of peace ? Thoughts j^et more 
foreign from the occasion, have sometimes met my 
ear. Of the evil effect upon the young members 
of a family, of religious services thus injudicious, 
little doubt can exist; and who does not know^ 
hov^ permanent are often the prejudices, thus early 
lyiked with the most important of all subjects 1^ 
A very common conclusion of the exercise 
under notice, it is to be feared, is, for Christ's 
sake. The history of this phrase is like that of 
muny others, heard in the devotions of the un- 
thinking and uneducated. Preachers and oth« 
ers have familiarized the ear and memory to 
them ; and very soon and insensibly they slide 
npon the tongue. If the words, at first glance, 
seem to convey a pious sentiment, it is enough : 
lew there are who have curiosity to inquire, what 
precise meaning they convey, and especially if 

* To err en tb« other side, It indeed a snpposable case ; and the 
writer well remembers graces in respectable families, wbicii, for 
tkeir IrreTerent brevity, eoald not be heard without oflfenee. But 
who will say, the wnag tendency is to this extreme f 
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it be a acriptaral on«. The form of words in 
qaestion is uaeupported by the New Testament ;♦ 
and the only import one can give them, is at vari- 
ance with the first principles of jtbe gospel. 
But, to say nothing of other ^ts of prayer, it 
ought, least of all, to be heard in one which per- 
tains sdely to the wan^s and supplies of our 
natural life. These supplies apontaneously arise 
from that Providence, which forgets ^nothing it 
han made, and gives to man and the brute til 
things ito enjoy. Tbat either depends for 
them, upon the intercession of any being, — wbo 
would expect me seriously to refute ? 

If the practical mistakes now alleged, be 
neither fanciful nor slight, these strictures may 
hope to find candor fi-om those, on whotm they 
rest. Of all outward means of grace, we are to 
look for the most visible effects from those of th^ 
domestic altar ; and will not every pious house- 
holder desire to do away, all that serves ,to lessen 
the good influences of his own. The saying of 
Baxter, — ^i^at were Family religion more gen- 
eral, public worship would not be the most fre- 
quent instrument of (Conversion, safely admits 
of larger'qualification. Public worship is rather, 
properly speaking, rarely the instrument of con- 

* It hardly seemed neeenary to qualify this assertiun by reference to 
Eph. iv. S3i a paisage, whose mistranslation is confessed on all sides. 
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^raioQ «t a]l. Aithouf h a most salutary inati- 
totion, k< influence, (as has been often said) is 
of that kind which would be best known from 
its tenporary suspevsioa. Unaided by family 
and secret devotion, the other is and must be 
littie better than negative. Public worship is 
leo distant a flame to quiekea the graces that 
are withering 4n this ungenial clime. Religion 
moat be brought to the bosoms of men, befora 
they can be expected to feel any deep personal 
concern in its truths. Ail the good which pub* 
lic^worship can accomplish, is obvious at once ; 
lor it lies on the moral surface of society, which 
it penetrates but a little more deeply than the laws. 
Family religion alone can train souls for eternity. 
The fireside is indeed <the .appropriate place 
ior giving utterance tp those pious sentiments, 
called forth by domestic e.vepts, which from 
(habit alone, we carry to :the house of God. 
Where they were first «i3&cited, there it is mo«tt 
naftural and siiitabie they ahould be expressed. 
Within t^s ilittle .circle, they must be most inti- 
mately felt. In the promiscuous congregation, 
curiosity is the feeling more likely to be produced, 
in most cases, than any real and genuine sym- 
pathy. How many occasions indeed spring up 
in life, the notice of which elsewhere than in 
the family, would be both indelicate and painful. 
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But it is impossible, in conclusion, to f^tget 

the countless families, whd have no part or Jot 

in the foregoing advice ; and the heads of which, 

instead of assistance in doty, are first to he im- 

predsed with its obligation. You say perhaps, 

that the evidence of this from the highest 

authority, is not distinct and decisive. What 

then do you make of that train of passages, 

which recommend, enjoin, and exemplify prayer? 

That as to many of these, it is not always clear, 

whether the social, family, or secret duty be 

denoted, rather favours that for which I plead. 

Families existed before societies ; and for ages 

before the Saviour's advent, the father and the 

master was the priest of the household. So that 

conceding prayer, in any form, to be of doubtful 

obligation or expediency, such a doubt wonld 

attach to larger, rather than smaller associations 

of men. Do any maintainjhat the passages in 

question are to be understood of secret prayer 1 

—of which there are a few exclusive advocates. 

Let me ask with confidence in return, when or 

where, was this duty strictly observed, at the 

expense of the other ?* 

There is, in truth, for both these last dnties, 
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« better ftrgumeni in the very nature of religion, 
than from a cloud of texts. Being a personal 
conearn^ its vitality depends on its confinement 
to a aarrow circle ; enlarge this, and it becomes 
a form and show. It is then, neither an unjust 
iMT illiberal inference, that it exists not in a so- 
ciety, in whose secret places and most intimate 
relations no trace of it is to be seen. Such was 
the conclusion of Hartley and Tillot son, -^nei- 
ther of them fanatics, and the first a philoso- 
pher ; — ^they saw not, how any family could be 
cklled christian, or be said indeed to have any 
religion at all, where the outward signs were 
wanting. The practice of the Gentile world, of 
itself, confirms the position here taken. Let us 
beware bow we look down upon, or laugh at, 
their absurd distinctions of national, particular, 
and tutelary divinities. These, as is obvious to 
the least reflection, weaken not in the least, the 
lesson taught by their mistaken piety. To thera 
their household gods were dear. The law, writ- 
ten on their hearts, was more constraining than 
that which christians have before their eyes, in 
characters of light. *' How touching is that pas- 
sage in the Roman poet, where the old Anchises 
appears escaping from the flames of Troy, bear- 
ing in his hands the statues of his domestic de- 
ities. What ! shall the images of the heathen 
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world cry out against us, and the voice of nature 
be heard only in the fictions of poetry, and the 
records of idolatry t Shall the men of IVoy 
rise up in the judgment against this generatioo, 
and condemn them V** 

When we see so often united, a conscience ten- 
derer, and a spirit more timid than common, 
one is tempted to call the false shame of singo* 
larity thus generated, the most mischievous re- 
snlt of this genera] neglect. It is that, at least, 
which it is most exciting to dwell upon. For 
who knows not, that there have been 'periods and 
places, when this singularity was more nearly 
reversed ? No doubt, this remark will turn the 
minds of many to the stricter piety of the best 
days of New-England. This, to be sure, is that 
which, of human authorities and examples, 
should be the highest with those by whom this 
tract will be seen. But the same praise, — not 
so nniversal perhaps as with the two first genera- 
tions of the pilgrimit, — distinguished at the same 
time, and even earlier, the parent land. It be- 
longs, I apprehend, to not a few who graced the 
higher ranks of society ,f and who had no con- 

* J. S. Buckiniii:>ter'8 Address to Heads of Fnntilies. Chr. JJisc. 
Old Series, Vol. I. 

t The private history we possess of ihe g^eat families of ffarrinf^ 
foitand Sidney^ (in the a^e of Elizabeth,) leads not unfnirly to a 
more esteoded inference. The Household laws of the former, (as 
practised through more thao one g^enerationi) are preserved in the 
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cern with puritanism, bat in its spirit. What a 
eurioas result might it present, if a comparison 
herein could be fairly instituted now with the 
gentry of our own land and time I 

Whether it be just to make christian charac- 
ter turn on any single grace or habit, may not be 
allowed by all. But otherwise, there is none, it 
is conceived, which is better entitled to be ta- 
ken as such a test, than the direct acts of do- 
mestic and persona] religion. Even as to these 
— who shall vouch for their sincerity or the pa- 
rity (in the sight of God) of the motives, from 
which they spring ? Still there is less to be 
feared here, than from unfailing attendance on the 
sanctuary or the vestry-room, patronage of relig- 
ious charities, or observance of the christian 
rites. That temptation, which in all these, takes 
such strong hold on human vanity, — to be seen 
of men,—- cannot well have a place in^he retire- 
ments of the fireside and the closet. The world 
indeed, upon much easier terms, may compli- 
ment you with the name of christians ; for it is 
enough, that they see your places punctually fill* 

VogK Antiquee ; and tbe letters of Sir Henry Sidney to his BOBft 
liobert and Philip, contain most ud fashionable maxims of life and 
conduct. The life of Gol. Hutchinson, by his wife, and the lively 
letters of Howell, who flourished under the first James and Charles, 
are to the same purpose. Tbe religions order in their fomilies, of 
Boyle, Kvelyn and Ha/e,— the two first as high by birth and conaec- 
tions, as in science, — ^need not be enlarged upon ■, and according to 
Miss More, not less exemplary in this point was Lord Somtrtjihrn 
great patriot of their revolution. 
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ed in the house, and even at the table of the 
Lord. But all this can well consist with your 
Ittviag ioeraly a nanM to Uve ; and sery^ ImU 
to show, how mean is the standard of the maaj, 
and how false may be the judgment that looketh 
only on the outward appearance. 

Parents and Masters ! May the quickening 
spirit seal to your consciences and hearts, the 
foregoing suggestions. May it awaken you to a 
due sense of your momentous trust, by trainuig 
up in his nurture, those whom God has girea 
you. The authority of your station will be en- 
forced anew by that of your piety ; and obedW 
ence will rest on the surest basis, — the esteem 
and confidence which such an example must 
inspire. He, who has sworn that he will pour 
out his anger on the families that invoke not 
his name, — has he not given a pledge to hm 
covenant-people, that he will condescend to 
dwell in the abodes where he is known and hon* 
oured ; and make, by his gracious presence, the 
habitation of their righteousness, prosperous ? 

FINIS. 



i 



